Natural Advantage:
Action for Biodiversity in the South West

Case Studies in Sustainability
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Nature for all
The nature conservation resource in our region is a major asset which we should all be proud of.
Our characteristic and remarkable combination of wildlife and geological heritage is significant as
an attraction to tourists, for businesses seeking to relocate, and as a major contributor to the
quality of life in the South West. This has been highlighted in the recently published Regional
Environment Strategy.
None of us can fail to appreciate this wonderful heritage but it has been harder to understand
what action is needed to care for it. This booklet clearly demonstrates the breadth of what is being
done now.
Across the region a host of organisations and individuals are working in partnership to maintain and
enhance this precious nature conservation heritage. Wildlife and habitats are benefiting, but as these
case studies demonstrate the benefits also extend across to economic and social well being.
What is important is that these studies act to promote further action in the South West.To ensure
that we pass on to future generations a wealth of wildlife and habitats, that continue to enhance the
quality of life of all those who live, work or visit here.

“ When we see land as a

The SW Regional Biodiversity Partnership must be congratulated for putting together this important
booklet. It is a celebration of what we can all achieve when we work in partnership. Please read it and
take whatever action you can to contribute to an enhanced future for nature and people.

community to which we belong,
It’s in our nature to do so.

we may begin to use it with
love and respect ”.
Malcolm Hanney
Chair, South West Regional Assembly

Aldo Leopold, 1949.

A word from the Partnership
In putting together this booklet one of our hardest tasks has been to select which case studies to
include - our apologies to all those we could not find space for. The enthusiasm of individuals,
organisations and partnerships has been outstanding. It has shown us how hard people are working
to look after our natural heritage and, fundamentally, it shows how much people care.
Where then do we go from here? Our immediate response is more of the same, please!
Indeed the reality is that we have more to do to ensure that nature conservation remains a major
asset for the Region.
The South West Regional Biodiversity Partnership is here to help us all achieve more for nature
conservation in the Region. The Partnership, particularly through it’s Regional Biodiversity
Co-ordinator, can provide guidance, advice and the links to the wealth of expertise that exists
amongst its membership.
If your enthusiasm, or even your curiosity, is sparked by what you see on the following pages please
follow it up with the contacts given or with the Partnership itself.
We all have a part to play in the future of our Region’s natural heritage, the more effort we put into
this the greater will be the benefits to us all.
Basil Greenwood
Lyn Jenkins
Co-Chairs, South West Regional Biodiversity Partnership.
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Natural Advantage Action for Biodiversity in
the South West

Sustainable development is the simple idea of ensuring a good quality of life for everyone, now and for
future generations. It is about living and working without harming or putting undue pressures on the
environment and ensuring that everyone has the opportunity to enjoy a good education, a quality
environment, good health and a decent job.

The case studies are grouped
under 5 themes, although many
have benefits that cut across more
than one theme:
•

Action for habitats and species
Projects that help achieve ambitious national, regional
and local targets for important habitats and species as
well as wider social and economic benefits.

•

Community action for nature
Projects where people, both in towns and in the
countryside, are working together to establish,
manage and enhance local wildlife sites and monitor
wildlife in their neighbourhoods.

•

Nature and the economy
Projects where businesses, including farming, are
contributing to biodiversity improvements and
managing natural resources or where biodiversity
projects and grant schemes are strengthening the
local and regional economy.

•

Improving quality of life
Projects where biodiversity improvements are linked
to improved health, education and access
opportunities for the whole community.

•

Ecosystem and landscape management
Projects achieving biodiversity benefits on a landscape
scale, encouraging a return to natural and
cost-effective systems of floodplain, coastal and
marine management.

All the organisations and individuals who have provided
case studies are committed to achieving a sustainable
South West, so much so that they have all agreed to share
their experiences and assist other likeminded people to
develop their own biodiversity projects. The wealth of
projects within the region is such that not all would fit
into this booklet, therefore more excellent examples
can be found on the South West Biodiversity website
www.swbiodiversity.org.uk If you are inspired or simply
intrigued by any of the case studies in this booklet you
should find out more about them by using the website
references or talking to the contact. Hopefully you too will
soon be establishing new projects that help realise major
benefits for people and nature.

A vision for sustainability in the South West has been set out and agreed by a regional partnership in
the Regional Sustainable Development Framework1. This makes clear reference to the importance of
a "beautiful and diverse environment".The natural environment has again been highlighted in the
Regional Environment Strategy2. Specifically the Regional Environment Strategy vision looks for a
region that continues to benefit from the richness of its important landscapes, wildlife and habitats;
where the benefits of high quality natural, historic and built environments are widely acknowledged
and provide opportunities for business success and improved quality of life; and where a diverse range
of people and communities have access to and value the natural, historic and built environment.
The quality of the environment, and in particular biodiversity, is central to sustainable development.
Biodiversity is the variety of life around us - the wealth of wildlife. It encompasses all living organisms
and the collections of species that form different natural habitats. It does not just occur in special
places, it is everywhere from parks and gardens to upland moors and the sea, and includes both
common and rare species from house sparrows to horseshoe bats.
The South West has a rich and diverse biodiversity and retains a significant proportion of the UK’s
important wildlife sites, habitats and species. However, there have been significant declines in some
habitats and species in the past and much of our wildlife is still under threat from inappropriate
development, climate change and pollution.
This publication highlights 33 projects which are taking action for biodiversity across the region. It is
intended to compliment the Biodiversity Implementation Plan3.They each act as examples of best
practice to stimulate new projects and actions which are still needed to address the threats and
contribute to the achievement of a sustainable South West.
The case studies demonstrate the wider social, economic and environmental value of conserving and
enhancing our natural environment - action for biodiversity is not simply about improving the quality
and quantity of wildlife in the region. Instead, projects are often cross-cutting in the range of benefits
they achieve.Through improving the natural environment we can enrich peoples lives, strengthen
communities, provide opportunities for new businesses and generate employment.

1

Regional Sustainable Development Framework - ‘A sustainable future for the South West’
Sustainability South West and South West Regional Assembly (2001)

2 Regional

Environment Strategy - ‘Our Environment: Our Future;The Regional Strategy for the South
West Environment 2004-2014 (2004)’

3 ‘A

Biodiversity Implementation Plan for the South West’, South West Regional Biodiversity
Partnership (2004).
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The Local Public Service
Agreement for Cornwall Natural Environment
Location: Cornwall
Initiated by Cornwall County Council

Project Origins
A Natural Environment target forms part of the Local Public Service Agreement (LPSA) that Cornwall
County Council has signed with the government. In partnership, the County Council will seek to
achieve more demanding performance targets than those expected in the absence of the agreement.
The work has largely been stimulated by the consultation carried out during the production of
Cornwall’s Community Strategy, which identifies the key challenges, issues and priorities of the people
of Cornwall.The quality of the natural environment was highlighted as a key priority.

Case Study

1

Partners
Action for Biodiversity
The project will review and, where necessary, carry out assessments, identify objectives, provide
management statements and implement works across 100 Wildlife Sites throughout Cornwall. Many
of these sites, a large proportion of which are defined as ‘poor’ using criteria established for this LPSA
target, are owned by Cornwall County Council, including farms and country parks.The project seeks
to protect and enhance their biodiversity through a Cornwall Wildlife Partnership established
specifically for the purpose.

Cornwall Wildlife Trust, FWAG, District Councils, County
Farms, Cornwall Agricultural Council,The National Trust,
National Farmers Union, Defra RDS, English Nature,
Country Land and Business Association, Environment
Agency and RSPB.

Extent
100 sites covering approximately 3,500 ha.

Relationships to sustainable development
Resources
Financial support: Stage 1 - Central government ‘pump
priming’ funding for the delivery of the objectives,
assessments and management statements set out in the
target. Stage 2 - Central government ‘reward’ grant (up to
£850K) to be used to further enhance biodiversity across
Cornwall.

Contact
Steve Crummay
Natural Environment Service Manager
Cornwall County Council
St Clements Building
Old County Hall
Truro
TR1 3AY
Tel: 01872 322660
Email: scrummay@cornwall.gov.uk

© Environment and Heritage Service, Cornwall County Council

Wildlife Site: Upton Towans

© Environment and Heritage
Service, Cornwall County Council

Cornwall faces enormous pressure on many fronts; tourism, transport, water supply and quality,
housing, waste management, perhaps more so than many other parts of the UK.They all place a
demand on the county’s environmental quality, which in turn calls for creative and careful management
of its special places. A key outcome of this project will be to enhance biodiversity and protect over
3,500 hectares of land for the benefit of wildlife, local people and visitors. Many of these sites are
accessible to the public via the rights of way network, a free resource that provides an important
contribution to social well-being.The work will also conserve and enhance Cornwall’s high
environmental quality, the main driver for the large number of tourists who visit the county, thus
stimulating the local economy.

Wildlife Site: Mt Edgcumbe Country Park

Action for habitats and species
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Wessex Chalk Streams
Project
Location:The River Avon and its tributaries,Wiltshire
Initiated by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust

2

Project Origins

Partners

Following the extremely low river flows of the early 1990s, Upper Avon fishery interests began to
experiment with river enhancement works. In 1999 the Wessex Chalk Streams Project (WCSP) was
established to provide a single point of contact to promote understanding and conservation of the
River Avon System SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) /candidate Special Area of Conservation;
promote the role of English Nature and the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust to riparian owners and managers;
encourage sympathetic management; support enhancement projects and contribute to the
implementation of Wessex Water’s Chalk Rivers Biodiversity Action Plan.

Wessex Water, English Nature, Environment Agency,
Wiltshire Fishery Association.

Action for Biodiversity

Extent

The Project encourages wildlife-friendly river habitat management by working with landowners and
land managers.The main project activities are:

Case Study

190 km of river.
•

Resources

Helping landowners/occupiers to design and fund river enhancement schemes to increase suitable
habitat for species such as water voles, otter, brown trout and lamprey;
Site visits to offer practical advice and to draw up voluntary statements which set out
appropriate river management operations for wildlife;
Production of a newsletter with river news, species information and updates on initiatives in the
catchment.

£150K has been spent on 17 projects.

•

Financial support:Wessex Water BAP, English Nature,
Environment Agency.

•

Other Information
A project Newsletter is available from English Nature’s
Wiltshire Office.

The project has been extremely successful in bringing together different interests. Strong partnerships
between groups who formerly understood little about each other's work have been developed.
Everybody is now encouraged to work towards common, beneficial objectives.

Contact

Relationships to sustainable development

Jenny Wheeldon,
c/o English Nature,
Prince Maurice Court,
Hambleton Avenue,
Devizes,
Wiltshire,
SN10 2RT
Tel: 01380 726344 ext 241
Email: jenny.wheeldon@english-nature.org.uk

Chalk rivers are internationally important, but under increasing pressure.There are continuing and
growing threats from climate change and diffuse pollution.This is demonstrated by the 66% decrease
in insect life in recent decades. Habitat enhancement works aim to make the river system more
robust, taking into account the potential effects of climate change and the need for works to be
sustained, with minimal maintenance, by natural processes.

Habitat management to enhance biodiversity

Action for habitats and species
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Delivering the Purbeck
Biodiversity Action Plan
Location: Purbeck District, Dorset
Initiated by the RSPB

Project Origins
In 1997 a Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) was drawn up for the Purbeck District, lead by the RSPB.
This was one of the earliest to be produced in the country and followed the production of the
national and regional BAP.An officer was appointed in 1998 to implement specific actions from the
plan based upon the priorities of the partnership.

Case Study

Action for Biodiversity
Partners

The success of the project is measured by the area of land for which Countryside Stewardship or
English Nature agreements have been applied:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

English Nature, Purbeck District Council, Purbeck Heritage
Committee, Defra RDS, Dorset Wildlife Trust, Dorset
FWAG and The National Trust.

93 hectares of heathland re-creation;
355 hectares of calcareous grasslands with management plans;
50 hectares of scrub clearance;
12.6km of fields adjacent to the coast in agri-environment schemes;
184 hectares of extensive arable management;
77 km of field margin management;
9.1 km of buffer strips along the banks of the River Frome;
100 hectares of water level management being planned;
174.5 hectares of reedbeds surveyed;
Production of the Land Manager, a self guided walks leaflet covering 13km of wetland habitat,
advisory visits, walks and talks.

Extent
A small rural district covering 40,000 hectares.

Resources
Financial support: RSPB, English Nature (including Wildlife
Enhancement Scheme payments and Grassland and
Biodiversity Grants), Purbeck Heritage Committee, Defra
RDS (Countryside Stewardship Scheme).

Relationships to sustainable development

Paul St Pierre

The Purbeck Biodiversity Project reports to the Purbeck Heritage Committee (the AONB (Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty) conservation management committee), which has over 100 stakeholders.
They have produced a strategy, Making Purbeck More Special, of which the Purbeck Biodiversity
Action Plan forms a part.The project works mainly with the land management community, the
stewards of much of Purbeck’s biodiversity. In excess of £1.6 million pounds has been brought into
the district through agri-environment and other grants over the last 5 years to integrate biodiversity
into farm management.The project has also supported the parish planning process through the
development of an audit with the local environmental records centre.This can act as a template for
other parishes and feed into future development plans.

Gorse clearance

3

In-kind support: Dorset Wildlife Trust, National Trust,
FWAG, Herpetological Conservation Trust Butterfly
Conservation, Game Conservancy Trust, Dorset Bird Club,
Dorset Environmental Records Centre.

Other Information
For a copy of the project leaflet or Biodiversity Action Plan
visit: www.purbeck.gov.uk

Contact
Biodiversity Officer
Purbeck District Council
Westport House
Worgret Road
Wareham
Dorset
BH20 4PP
Tel: 01929 557354

Action for habitats and species
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Putting Back the Wild Heart
of Cornwall
Location: North of St Austell, Cornwall
Initiated by English Nature

4

Project Origins

Imerys Minerals plc, Goonvean Ltd, Cornwall County
Council.

Putting Back the Wild Heart of Cornwall, a 6 year, £2.4 million programme supported by the Heritage
Lottery Fund, is a public-private partnership initiative that is restoring and re-creating lowland
heathland in Mid Cornwall. Initiated in 1998 by English Nature and flowing from the Cornwall
heathland re-creation plan, the project is having a major impact on the UK Biodiversity Action Plan
(BAP) Lowland Heathland targets and is achieving 12% of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan target for
re-creation.The project is focussing on china clay mining waste tips and it is the biggest post-mining
regeneration project of its kind in Europe. It is achieving world-class status for the scale of habitat
re-creation and the way in which it is being integrated with the social and economic regeneration that
is also taking place.

Extent

Action for Biodiversity

130km2.

In excess of 1,000 hectares of heathland has been restored and the total area of re-creation amounts
to 750 hectares.This achieves 12% of UK BAP targets for lowland heathland re-creation and 100%
of the sub-county local BAP target and has significantly enhanced public access to the biodiversity
resource.

Case Study
Partners

Resources
Financial support: Private sector (£1million), Heritage
Lottery Fund (£1.1million), European Commission
(£150K).
In-kind support: English Nature (£130K), Cornwall County
Council (£20K).

Other Information
For more information visit: www.english-nature.org.uk/thh

Relationships to sustainable development
The project is making a significant contribution to the development of a sustainable minerals sector
model. It has defined appropriate environmental outputs during all phases of mining. Significantly the
project has also linked environmental outputs with social and economic outputs - particularly
exploring how economic sustainability can be linked to long-term sustainable management and
achieved without reliance on government or Common Agricultural Policy funding. Contacts with
other partners in Europe indicate that this project is a clear market leader. Now the intention is
to apply the lessons learnt to appropriate projects through the statutory planning process.

A £3 million European Commission Objective 1 bid for
800 hectares of native broadleaf woodland is currently
under consideration by the Government Office for the
South West.This project will, along with the heathland,
enable an entire landscape to be re-created.

Contact
Ian Davies
English Nature
Unit 2A Rural Workshops
Whitegates
St Dennis
Cornwall
PL26 8DW
Tel: 01726 823377
Email: Ian.davies@english-nature.org.uk

Action for habitats and species

Modern benched tip - typical of the landscape that is being restored to heathland
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Mendip Hills Bracken
Composting Project
Location: Burrington Commons, Somerset
Initiated by Mendip Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty Service
Project Origins
Developed from the need to manage encroaching bracken to enhance biodiversity, access and the
landscape, composted bracken is now a locally available and affordable peat compost substitute
identifiable with the Mendip Hills.The project began with a pilot scheme in 2000 to determine the
properties of bracken compost and the feasibility of commercial production.This was followed with
trials to determine the best methods of harvesting and processing, together with market research
and development.

Case Study

5

Partners
Action for Biodiversity
The project has demonstrated that bracken can be harvested and processed with other renewable
materials to produce a peat free soil conditioner that appeals to gardeners. Harvesting has resulted in
the restoration of a mosaic of habitats with improved opportunities for ground nesting birds and the
increased small mammal population provides more prey for raptors.The habitat mosaic is now grazed
by Exmoor ponies to prevent re-colonisation by scrub and control bracken regeneration.The use of
alternatives to peat-based composts is also protecting valuable peatland habitats.

Burrington Conservators, Langford Court Estates,
Fountain Bark Products Ltd and the Countryside Agency.

Extent
400 hectares.

Resources
Financial support: Countryside Agency.

Relationships to sustainable development
Bracken management can be commercially viable if the correct conditions are available.This has
meant that the Burrington Commons are once again productive for the benefit of everyone as well
as generating funds for management work.The project has resulted in the establishment of Bracken
Down Composting Ltd, who are also involved with composting green waste from local authority
recycling centres. Bracken Down soil conditioner is locally distinctive, being marketed as a natural
product from the Mendip Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.The production of bracken
compost, from harvesting through processing to distribution, is carried out locally - a truly sustainable
operation.

In-kind support: Other partners have provided materials,
labour and equipment.

Other Information
Winner of a "Change 21 Award " for sustainability from
Bath and North East Somerset Council.
The project is featured on the Countryside Agency
"Eat the View" website: www.eat-the-view.org.uk
Bracken Down soil conditioner is available from Fountain
Bark Products Ltd, Brockley Combe, Somerset.
Tel: 01934 862710. www.brackendown.co.uk

Contact

Harvesting bracken on the Mendip Hills

Les Davies
Senior Warden, Mendip Hills AONB
Charterhouse Centre
Charterhouse
Near Blagdon
Bristol BS40 7XR
Tel: 01761 462338
Email: lcdavies@somerset.gov.uk

Action for habitats and species
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Wessex Water Biodiversity
Action Plan
Location:The Wessex Region - Avon,West & South
Wiltshire, Somerset, Dorset
Initiated by Wessex Water Services Ltd

Case Study

6

Partners
Avon Wildlife Trust, Butterfly Conservation, Cambridge
University Zoology Department, Dorset Wildlife Trust,
Plantlife, RSPB, Somerset Wildlife Trust,Wiltshire Wildlife
Trust.

Resources
Financial support:Wessex Water plc, Landfill tax credits,
Defra RDS (Countryside Stewardship Scheme).

Project Origins
The Wessex Water Biodiversity Action Plan (WWBAP) was launched in 1998 in response to the UK
Biodiversity Action Plan targets for priority habitats and species. It was the first business sector
initiative of its kind in the UK and was developed with the assistance of the sustainability charity
Forum for the Future and various wildlife organisations. Since then it has encouraged innovative
projects with demonstrable biodiversity benefits in the Wessex region. Following an initial four-year
programme, the second phase (2003-05) is underway, with a focus on biodiversity and catchment
management.

Action for Biodiversity
The WWBAP draws on a tradition of wildlife conservation work within Wessex Water. It
incorporates three aspects:
•
•
•

Funding wildlife organisations to implement projects - the Partners Programme;
Action to minimise the impact on biodiversity of building new water services infrastructure,
for example pipelines;
Biodiversity work on Wessex Water land, such as water treatment works.

Other Information
For more information visit: www.wessexwater.co.uk/bap

Contact
Dan Green
Sustainability Co-ordinator
Wessex Water
Claverton Down Road
Bath, BA2 7WW
Tel: 01225 526185
Email: dan.green@wessexwater.co.uk

Action for habitats and species

The Partners Programme involves three types of work: habitat management and physical work to
produce tangible benefits for wildlife; work with landowners such as the production of management
plans and scientific research, for example determining species populations and their habitat
requirements.

Relationships to sustainable development
Wessex Water is engaged in a long-term programme to become a genuinely sustainable water
company and the biodiversity programme is central to improving the company’s environmental
performance.The partnership approach fostered within WWBAP has social and economic benefits.
The former includes the provision of access and interpretation facilities for public use, such as the
restored wetlands at Ham Wall.This project successfully used community volunteers for reed planting,
whilst Avon Wildlife Trust taught local people how to identify signs of water voles. Economic benefits
include the injection of funds for farmers to carry out work. In the case of the Somerset Headwater
Streams project £2 million was secured through Countryside Stewardship payments. Initiatives such
as the Wiltshire Chalk Streams Project use cost-effective measures to restore biodiversity to habitats
that have been heavily modified by human intervention.

Rich aquatic vegetation in the River Avon, near Salisbury
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Stone-Curlew Recovery
Project
Location: Salisbury Plain, North Dorset and the
Wiltshire Downs
Initiated by the RSPB

Project Origins

7

RSPB research identified the causes of decline in the stone-curlew population in the 1980s. One
major factor was accidental loss of eggs and young due to farming operations.Teams of fieldworkers
were employed to find nests and liaise with farmers.This successfully halted the decline and the
population started to increase.Another factor was the lack of suitable habitat for nesting and feeding.
This is being addressed by encouraging farmers to provide set-aside and enter agri-environment
schemes.The UK Biodiversity Action Plan aims to increase the stone-curlew population to 300 pairs
by 2010.There were 262 pairs in 2003.

Case Study

Action for Biodiversity

English Nature, Defra RDS, MoD, Defence Estates, Defence
Science and Technology Laboratory, FWAG, landowners
and farmers.

The project has doubled the UK population of stone-curlews since the low point in the late 1980s.
It is a flagship project, demonstrating how research can find the causes of the decline and how action
can be taken to address the problems. It has demonstrated successful partnership working,
particularly between conservationists and farmers.The programme has influenced the management
of important stone-curlew sites, such as MoD training areas, SSSIs (Site of Special Scientific Interest)
and nature reserves.The RSPB has utilised volunteers in much of the work.

Partners

Resources
Financial support: English Nature (funding from the Species
Recovery Fund between 1995-2003), European
Commission (Salisbury Plain LIFE Project 2001–2005).

Relationships to sustainable development

Other Information

The government has identified the status of farmland birds as a quality of life indicator.The
Stone-Curlew Recovery Programme is increasing the population of a rare and enigmatic species.
The work benefits other biodiversity by creating fallow areas within an otherwise intensively farmed
landscape, which provides habitat for other birds, arable flora and invertebrates.Agri-environment
schemes associated with stone-curlew work bring in over £60,000 per annum to the farming
community. In the long-term, the RSPB aims to establish a nature reserve for stone-curlews.Visitors,
attracted to see the birds, are likely to benefit the local economy.

The RSPB is a partner in the £2 million Salisbury Plain LIFE
Project.Visit the website: www.rspb.org.uk/england/
southwest/conservation/salisbury_life_project.asp
A project newsletter is available from the RSPB Salisbury
Office.

© RSPB Wessex Stone-curlew Project

Contact

Farmer and Stone-curlew

Mike Austin
Project Manager
RSPB, Stone-Curlew Project
Enterprise House
Cherry Orchard Lane
Salisbury
SP2 7LD
Tel. 01722 427232
Email: mike.austin@rspb.org.uk

Action for habitats and species
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Restoration of the Mid
Cornwall Moors for Marsh
Fritillary Butterfly
Location: Mid Cornwall Moors
Initiated by English Nature

8

Project Origins

Partners

A 5 year partnership, covering the conservation management of the mid Cornwall Moors, aimed
at the practical conservation work required to achieve favourable conservation status for the
marsh fritillary butterfly.The £1.2 million project proposes an innovative approach to species and
habitat conservation at the landscape scale.Activities include installing management and grazing
infrastructure, scrub removal and reinstating livestock grazing, including the purchase of suitable stock.
Outside nature reserves the long-term management security of the project sites will be delivered
through encouraging the uptake of agri-environment schemes.

Cornwall Wildlife Trust, Highways Agency, Environment
Agency, Butterfly Conservation.

Action for Biodiversity

Case Study

Other Information

Relationships to sustainable development

A project website will be launched by April 2004.

One of the project sites, Goss Moor, is bisected by the A30 trunk road.A scheme is being developed
by the Highways Agency which will remove the road from this internationally important nature
reserve. Downgrading and habitat restoration works on the route of the old road are a key activity
of the LIFE project and will help restore ecological cohesion and enable improved management of
Goss Moor. It is anticipated that improvement of the A30 will bring opportunities for new patterns
of employment, recreation and land use.These opportunities were previously identified by the LIFE
project partner organisations and others under the Mid Cornwall Rural Issues and Opportunities
(RIO) project.The RIO project brought people, wildlife and agriculture together in an integrated way
to show the potential for sustainable development in mid Cornwall in the future.The LIFE project is
key in delivering the sustainable elements of this project.

9 sites covering 1050ha.

Resources

Contact
Wesley Smyth
Mid Cornwall LIFE Project
English Nature
Unit 1B Rural Workshops
St Dennis
Cornwall
Tel: 01726 828188
Email: wesley.smyth@english-nature.org.uk

Paul Glendell/English Nature

Marsh Fritillary butterfly

Roger Key/English Nature

Financial support: 50% funding from the European
Commission LIFE Nature fund.

The project will deliver a secure marsh fritillary population in the Mid Cornwall Moors by 2007 and
in doing so make a significant contribution to the delivery of the UK Marsh Fritillary Biodiversity
Action Plan. Using the marsh fritillary as a flagship species, the conservation measures proposed will
significantly benefit a diverse and important range of wet grassland species and other habitats
including lowland heathland, purple moor grass and rush pastures and fens. By the end of the project
there will be an improved awareness in local communities of the habitat requirement of the marsh
fritillary and the conservation value of wet grassland and other semi-natural habitats in mid-Cornwall.

Extent

Action for habitats and species

Goss Moor

NATURAL ADVANTAGE: Action for Biodiversity in the South West • NATURAL ADVANTAGE: Action for Biodiversity in the South West •

Congresbury Moor and
Littlewood Wetlands Project
Location:Yatton and Congresbury, North Somerset
Initiated by Yatton and Congresbury Wildlife Action
Group (YACWAG)
Project Origins
A group of local conservation volunteers formed Friends of Bindle Street SSSI (Site of Special
Scientific Interest) to manage a disused railway line Local Nature Reserve, part of the larger SSSI, in
1996. Since income from English Nature (Wildlife Enhancement Scheme) exceeded £1,000 they were
advised to register as a charity and in 1999 the Yatton and Congresbury Wildlife Action Group
(YACWAG) was formed with charitable objectives to maintain and create nature reserves in the two
parishes and advance education in
natural history and nature conservation. Four fields, within the Brindle Street SSSI, were purchased by
the group between 1999 and 2001 to create Congresbury Moor Reserve.The success of this project
led to the purchase of a small wet woodland on Kenn Moor SSSI in Yatton Parish in 2003.YACWAG
is entirely run by volunteers and has developed diverse links with local businesses, conservation
organisations, community and other voluntary groups.

Case Study
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Partners
English Nature, North Somerset Council, Hawk and
Owl Trust.

Extent
15 hectares.

Action for Biodiversity
The group has reinstated and improved approximately 2km of ditches and created a new 160 metre
long "super-ditch" which has attracted breeding hairy dragonflies, a nationally scarce species. Habitat
improvements for water voles, barn owls and kestrels have also been undertaken and an artificial
otter holt has been constructed. Species monitoring and recording is carried out by volunteers and
professionals, particularly from the local community, as a condition of Heritage Lottery Funding.

Relationships to sustainable development
YACWAG is a partner in North Somerset’s HLF project to improve access and provide interpretation
on the Strawberry Line Heritage Trail in support of rural tourism and regeneration.The group holds a
number of social events and activities, which are supported by over 100 local households, as well as a
number of large-scale educational events, free for the community, grant aided by Awards for All.
YACWAG works with numerous local groups, including schools, guides, brownies, an after school club
and the Women’s Institute, to encourage community participation in conservation activities and, as a
result, promote sustainable, healthy lifestyles.

Resources
In 5 years over £100,000 has been raised for conservation
projects.
Financial support: Heritage Lottery Fund, Landfill Tax
Credits (Yanley and North Somerset Environmental
Company),Wessex Watermark Awards, English Nature,
Countryside Agency,Transco, Dulverton Trust.
In-kind support: legal and land valuation professional
services.

Other Information
For further information visit: www.yacwag.org.uk

Contact

Managing ditches to restore biodiversity

Tony Moulin, Chairperson
33 Court Avenue
Yatton
Bristol
BS49 4EP
Tel: 01934 834282
Email: moulin@tinyworld.co.uk

Community action for nature
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Ebworth and South West
Gloucestershire Community
and Volunteering Project
Location: South West Gloucestershire
Initiated by the National Trust and English Nature

10

Extent
Approximately 1200 hectares of National Trust land and
391 hectares of land under English Nature management
agreements.

Resources
The National Trust employs two part-time staff. English
Nature funds one post.Volunteer time is used as matched
funding.

Contact
Helen Pitel
Volunteering and Community Officer
National Trust,The Ebworth Estate
The Camp
Stroud
Gloucestershire GL6 7ES
Tel: 01452 814639
Email: helen.pitel@nationaltrust.org.uk
Paul Hackman
Conservation Officer, East Gloucestershire
English Nature
Bronsil House
Eastnor
Ledbury
Herefordshire HR8 1EP
Tel: 01531 638500
Email: paul.hackman@english-nature.org.uk

English Nature and the National Trust are working together to achieve favourable condition of SSSIs
(Site of Special Scientific Interest) and the appropriate and effective management of National Nature
Reserves. Both organisations recognise the huge contribution that volunteers and local communities
can make towards countryside management and both have a desire to promote this activity and work
in partnership.As a result the Ebworth and South West Gloucestershire Community and Volunteering
Project was established.Although in its infancy, it aims to achieve a sense of local ownership among
communities for their landscape heritage and, through a range of educational activities, promote
understanding of the importance of Cotswold habitats and their management.

Action for Biodiversity
The project provides support and assistance for existing volunteers and acts as a catalyst to
encourage more people to become actively involved in their community, through learning and
volunteering.A new joint volunteer group, covering Sheepscombe Common and the Ebworth Estate,
has been launched and volunteer groups, with some assistance from contractors and staff, are
implementing the scrub management plan on Minchinhampton and Rodborough Commons.This will
help to return sites to favourable condition and safeguard a number of the important endangered
species identified in the Gloucestershire Biodiversity Action Plan.

Relationships to sustainable development
This Community and Volunteering Project is underpinned by the commitment of the National Trust
and English Nature to sustainable development. Both organisations have a duty to care for the
countryside, along with very prominent ‘people agendas’ - we need to get people to see our work,
understand it and if possible get them involved.As a charity, the National Trust relies heavily on
volunteers to support its work.The project is directly linking people with places and enabling them
to become actively involved in their local environment.
If people have the opportunity to undertake
conservation volunteer work they can learn
how local action, even on a very small scale,
can contribute to regional, national and global
conservation objectives.

© National Trust Ebworth

Case Study

Project Origins

© National Trust Ebworth

Volunteers working for biodiversity
conservation on Cotswold grassland

Community action for nature
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Welcombe Millennium Wood

Location:Welcombe, near Hartland, Devon
Initiated by the Woodland Trust

Project Origins
Following the Woodland Trust’s campaign to raise the profile of the Woods On Your Doorstep project
they were approached by the Welcombe Trust and Village Hall Committee who identified a potential,
but private, site adjacent to their Village Hall.They suggested that the project would create woodland
and associated habitats in an area with very few trees and provide a valuable amenity on a well-used
circular route.The Millennium Wood would become a backdrop to the hall and proposed open-air
theatre.

Case Study
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Partners
Action for Biodiversity
Although the site was ideal, it was not for sale. However, the community was able to convince the
owner about the benefits of the project and he agreed to sell.The creation of the woodland has
drawn many members of the local community and local organisations closer together, through early
consultations, a formal project launch, fundraising, woodland design, a naming ceremony and the actual
planting of the trees. Local people are now working together to ensure that the woodland thrives.
Although only planted in 2000 the trees have established well and are already giving a woodland feel
for visitors to enjoy.The grassland into which the trees were planted is no longer intensively managed
and its wildlife value is improving. Mown tracks and open glades provide access for public enjoyment.

Relationships to sustainable development

© Woodland Trust

It is anticipated that over time the project will demonstrate the benefits of sustainable community
woodland management. Management for continuous woodland cover will enable the site to develop
as a permanent landscape, amenity and biodiversity asset. It is anticipated that the positive community
involvement, generated by fundraising, design and planting, will be sustained as the wood develops. Its
prominent position adjoining the Village Hall should ensure that awareness and appreciation of
Welcombe Millennium Wood by the local community will continue to grow.

Extent
3 hectares.

Resources
Financial support: Millennium Commission, Sainsbury
Family Charitable Trusts, Forestry Commission,Torridge
District Council, South West Forest, Hartland Trust,
Western Power Distribution, North Devon Coast and
Countryside Service and donations from local residents
and organisations.
In-kind support: Residents of Welcombe and surrounding
local communities.

Other Information
For further information about the Woodland Trust visit:
www.woodland-trust.org.uk

Contact

© Woodland Trust

Welcombe plant event

A view across the site during the acquisition and project launch periods

Millennium Commission, Sainsbury Family Charitable
Trusts,Torridge District Council, Hartland Trust
North Devon Coast & Countryside Service, South West
Forest,Western Power Distribution, Forestry Commission.

Malcolm Allen
Senior Woodland Officer
The Woodland Trust
Autumn Park
Grantham
Lincolnshire
NG31 6LL
Tel: 01476 581149
Email: malcolmallen@woodland-trust.org.uk

Community action for nature
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Bristol Bird Watch

Location:The City of Bristol
Initiated by Avon Wildlife Trust

Case Study
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Partners
Bristol City Council, Bristol Ornithological Club, Bristol
Naturalists’ Society.

Resources
Financial support: Bristol City Council.

Project Origins
Bristol Bird Watch was established in 2000 to help provide data for the biodiversity headline indicator
for Bristol ("the number of selected wild birds recorded in Bristol"), to raise awareness about the
state of garden birds and to get people involved in monitoring their local environment.

Action for Biodiversity
Bristol Bird Watch is believed to be the most detailed survey of its kind in the country and involves
people in monitoring their garden birds over the winter months, from October to March. Participants
are provided with a simple pack and survey form on which to record the birds seen each month.
Data is fed back and analysed.A report and newsletter are produced each year. Over 3,000 people
have taken part in this extremely successful and popular survey, which has made it possible to predict
the birds that are likely to be found in each ward around the city. Results on house sparrows have
been used by Defra in a report to government and the figures are summarised in the City Council's
annual "Indicators of Quality of Life in Bristol" reports.The project will run for 10 years.

Other Information
For further information visit: www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk

Contact

Wild birds are considered to be good indicators of the broad state of biodiversity because they
occupy a wide range of habitats and tend to be near the top of the food chain. Participation by so
many people in the Bristol Bird Watch demonstrates a local commitment to the environment and
enables people to make a positive and tangible contribution to its conservation.Valuable data
generated by the project highlights where action needs to be taken, not simply for wild birds,
but in the wider environment, to ensure that the city of Bristol is a healthy place to live and work.

Allan Drewitt/English Nature

Jenny Hayward
Avon Wildlife Trust
32 Jacobs Wells Road
Bristol
BS8 1DR
Tel: 0117 917 7270
Email: jennyhayward@avonwildlifetrust.org.uk

Relationships to sustainable development

Community action for nature

House sparrow
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Friends of Oakfrith Wood

Location: Urchfront, near Devices,Wiltshire
Initiated by Friends of Oakfrith Wood

Project Origins
Oakfrith Wood is part of the Urchfont Manor Estate, purchased by Wiltshire County Council in 1946.
It is of ancient origin, although most of the wood has been replanted.The Friends of Oakfrith Wood
was established in 1994 as a result of local community concern regarding the ad hoc management
of the site.The aim of the group is to promote long-term, multi-purpose, sensitive woodland
management, to restore the ancient character of the wood in a sustainable manner and to provide
an amenity asset for the community of Urchfont.

Case Study
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Partners
Action for Biodiversity
Volunteers and professionals have undertaken regular surveys and monitoring. Based on this
information, a conservation management plan for the wood was produced in 1995 and updated
in 2001. Biodiversity is one of the key drivers for management of the wood.Work is undertaken
predominantly by volunteers who have carried out regular management of the woodland
compartments, including coppicing, selective thinning and removal of sycamore; planting a Millennium
Copse; creating new rides and a glade; widening existing rides; developing a graded woodland edge
and implementing a nest box scheme. 2004 will see the site designated as a Local Nature Reserve.

Residents of Urchfont,Wiltshire County Council, Urchfont
Manor College, Urchfont Parish Council, Kennet District
Council, International Tree Foundation, Forestry
Commission, BTCV,Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, English Nature.

Extent
14.1 hectares.

Resources
Relationships to sustainable development
Over ten years, the Friends of Oakfrith Wood has evolved into a model community group who are
passionate about their wood. Sustainable management in the long-term is now assured through a
project that embraces all who wish to be involved, listens to what they want the wood to provide
and ensures that these wants are translated into action on the ground.A key aim of the Friends is to
produce marketable timber through best silvicultural practice. Financial benefits have already accrued
and it is hoped that this will continue to assist with the costs of woodland management.

Financial and practical support has been provided by the
following:Wiltshire County Council, Urchfont Manor
College, Rural Action, Urchfont Parish Council, Kennet
District Council, Forestry Commission (Woodland Grant
Scheme,Woodland Improvement Grant), International Tree
Foundation and community sponsorship.Timbers sales
contribute to the management costs.

Other Information
Winner of the People of Wiltshire Environment Award
(2002).
Wiltshire County Council intends to extend this
community ownership model to the management of
other countryside sites across the county.
Friends of Oakfrith Wood
Volunteers Coppicing Hazel

Contact
Steve Russell
Countryside Officer (Landscape)
Environmental Services Department
Wiltshire County Council
County Hall
Trowbridge
BA14 8JD
Tel: 01225 713 425
Email: steverussell@wiltshire.gov.uk

Walkers in Oakfrith Wood

Community action for nature
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Greystones Farm

Location: Bourton on the Water, Gloucestershire
Initiated by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust

Case Study
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Project Origins
Greystones Farm is on the very edge of Bourton on the Water, one of the most visited of the
Cotswold villages, and was acquired by the Wildlife Trust in three stages.The SSSI (Site of Special
Scientific Interest) meadows (25 hectares) in 1997, an adjoining area for grassland restoration (20
hectares) in 1999 and the final area of land and farm buildings, dominated by a Scheduled Ancient
Monument, Salmonsbury Camp Iron Age Fort, in 2003.

Partners

Action for Biodiversity

Local communities and businesses in Bourton.

The neutral, unimproved meadows support a diverse flora and are managed for hay. The restoration
area was once species rich grassland similar to the SSSI, before it was ploughed. It is being restored
by nutrient stripping and species recolonisation by hay spreading from the SSSI.The River Eye runs
through the SSSI and supports otter and water vole.The remainder of the farm is agriculturally
improved, but it will be managed on a low input basis, which will gradually restore species diversity.
Farm buildings support barn owl.

66 hectares.

Resources
Financial support: Heritage Lottery Fund, Defra RDS
(Countryside Stewardship Scheme), English Heritage,
Cotswold District Council, Esmee Fairbairn Charitable
Trust and Landfill Tax credits.

Other Information
For further information visit:
www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk

Relationships to sustainable development
Community involvement is key and local people have been involved at all stages via consultation days
and events. It is intended to convert some of the farm buildings into an interpretation centre for use
by local schools and groups.The project is in its early stages, but the intention is to manage the
land to demonstrate sustainable farming practices. Management plans are being produced for the
biodiversity and archaeology. The reserve will be established as a local resource with low input farming.
M. Button

Extent

Contact
Rosie Cliffe
Conservation Manager
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust
Robinswood Hill Country Park
Reservoir Road
Gloucester
GL4 6SX.
Tel: 01452 383333
Email: rosiec@gloucswt.cix.co.uk

M. Button

Southern Marsh Orchid
found on the farm

Community action for nature

SSSI meadows on the farm
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Manor Road Community
Woodland
Location: Keynsham, near Bath
Initiated by Bath and North East Somerset Council
and Friends of Manor Road
Project Origins
Manor Road Wood was created on former arable land. Since 1993, 3,000 volunteers contributed to
the planting of a mix of 17,000 native trees and shrubs.The Friends of Manor Road Community
Woodland was formed in 2002 with the assistance of Envolve (a local registered charity that works
with schools, community groups, youth groups, businesses and individuals on projects that touch
people's lives as well as benefiting the environment), BTCV and Bath and North East Somerset
Council.The Friends manage the woodland for wildlife and public enjoyment and their objectives are
to undertake practical management and wildlife monitoring; increase public and educational use and
to provide interpretation.They are formally constituted with an active management committee.
Group membership is increasing.

Case Study
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Partners
BTCV, Envolve, Forest of Avon.

Extent
Action for Biodiversity

21 hectares.

The group has carried out a variety of conservation projects, including tree planting, pond
improvement, erection of bird boxes, coppicing, dry stone walling, formative tree pruning and
ecological survey work. In the future they are planning wildflower planting, tree planting in two new
areas, pond management and bird and wildflower surveys.There is an annual promotional event to
recruit new members.

Resources
Financial support: Bath and North East Somerset Council,
Forestry Commission (Woodland Grant Scheme),
Keynsham Parish Council, BTCV (People’s Places Award
Scheme), and Woodland Trust.

Relationships to sustainable development
Other Information

Manor Road Wood is self-sustaining, as the Friends of Manor Road is a strong and well-supported
group with over 40 members.Work parties are well attended. Environmental work is planned in
conjunction with Bath and North East Somerset Council, which also helps fund the conservation
projects and carries out some management work.The site is a valued leisure amenity area with a
network of informal paths. It supports woodland, grassland and pond habitats with a good variety
of species, particularly birds.There are some valuable old dry stone walls which provide important
micro-habitats.The project provides both environmental and social benefits to the local community
by improving the site’s conservation value and offering a beautiful area in which to relax.

For information about the project partners visit:
www.envolve.co.uk and www.forestofavon.org.uk

Hazel Willmott/BTCV

Contact
Hazel Willmott
Avon Project Officer
BTCV, Create Centre
B-Bond Warehouse
Smeaton Road
Bristol
BS1 6XN
Tel: 0117 9291624
Email: h.willmott@btcv.org.uk

Hazel Willmott/BTCV

Volunteers removing tree guards

The Friends of Manor Road undertaking woodland management

Community action for nature
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Agri-environment Schemes

Location:Throughout the South West Region
Initiated by Defra Rural Development Service (Defra RDS)

Case Study
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Partners
Defra RDS works closely with statutory partners, the
Countryside Agency, Environment Agency, English Heritage,
English Nature and Government Office for the South
West, and voluntary sector organisations, such as FWAG,
RSPB and the Wildlife Trusts, to ensure that schemes are
targeted to meet local and regional priorities.Voluntary
sector partners help deliver applications on behalf of
farmers and other landowners.

Extent
The Countryside Stewardship Scheme (CSS) operates
throughout the whole of the South West Region.There are
seven Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA):The Cotswold
Hills, South Wessex Downs, Somerset Levels and Moors,
Black Down Hills, Exmoor, Dartmoor and West Penwith.

Project Origins
Farming activity takes place over 1,765,745 hectares (74% of the land area) of the South West and is
the most significant land management influence affecting the region’s biodiversity. Driven by European
and domestic agricultural policy in the late 20th Century, intensive agriculture led to the damage and
destruction of many semi-natural habitats and dramatic declines in the populations of some species.
This has tended to obscure the fact that economically viable farming activity is essential for the
sustainable management of our landscapes and habitats on which many wild species depend for their
survival. Changes in agricultural policy and the development of agri-environment schemes over the
last 20 years have begun to reverse the loss and fragmentation of many habitats.

Action for Biodiversity
Agri-environment schemes are the major incentive mechanism for the management of a wide range
of semi-natural habitats and their associated species on farmed land. Several case studies included in
this booklet have benefited from agri-environment scheme funding.The following are headline
examples of the biodiversity action achieved through agri-environment schemes.
Lowland calcareous grassland
On the South Wessex Downs ESA, farmers have reverted over 1,100 hectares of arable land to
grassland. Of this, 179 hectares has used seed harvested from floristically diverse local sites and 33
hectares is being reverted naturally. Similar work is being carried out to restore landscapes around
the Stonehenge and Avebury World Heritage Sites through the Countryside Stewardship Scheme.
Since the launch of the Cotswold Hills ESA in 1994, over 50,000 hectares of land, including the
majority of the 2000 hectares of unimproved limestone grassland on the Cotswold escarpment,
have come under agreement.

Resources
There are 8,500 agri-environment scheme agreements in
the South West, covering 29% of farmed land and worth
£35m to the regional rural economy.This represents 14%
of total Common Agricultural Policy payments in the
South West.

Other Information
For further information visit:
www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes

Contact
Phil Tolerton
Senior Ecologist
Rural Development Service - South West
Government Buildings
Burghill Road
Westbury-on-Trym
Bristol BS10 6YW
Tel: 0117 9598544
Email: phil.tolerton@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Nature and the economy

Raised water levels
The Somerset Levels and Moors ESA covers over 29,000 hectares of low-lying floodplain between
Taunton and Wells.Around 70% of the eligible area is under ESA management agreements.This ESA
is one of the best examples of wet grassland habitat in Western Europe and the highest tier of
management has led to the raising of water levels on around 1,500 hectares of land, which now
provides essential feeding areas for over-wintering wildfowl and additional breeding habitat for
wading birds.
Heather moorland
Agricultural policy changes and major resource input from Defra RDS have begun to tackle the
problems of over-stocking and over-grazing on Bodmin Moor, Dartmoor and Exmoor, even on
collectively grazed commons, which in time will see the restoration of extensive areas of heather
moorland and blanket bog, and more sustainable management of important areas of acid grassland.
Lowland meadows
In Somerset 60% of lowland meadows are under agri-environment scheme agreements.
Historic parkland
Countryside Stewardship is the main mechanism to protect and restore historic parkland and veteran
trees throughout the South West, such as Melbury Deer Park in Dorset and Blachford Estate on the
edge of Dartmoor in Devon. Permanent pasture under agreement is managed for the benefit of bat
species throughout south Devon.
Farmland birds
A partnership between Defra RDS, RSPB, English Nature and landowners has seen UK Biodiversity
Action Plan targets for cirl bunting and stone-curlew achieved ahead of schedule. Following the return
of the Chough to Cornwall, Defra RDS has teamed up with English Nature, RSPB and the National
Trust in the Cornwall Chough Project, to ensure that Countryside Stewardship is used to best effect
to maximise the chances of long term re-colonisation by this enigmatic bird.
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© Dawn Enright/RDS Defra

Relationships to sustainable development
Agri-environment schemes are now established as an essential part of the core business for many
farmers. In some cases schemes are essential to the ongoing viability of farms.They make a significant
contribution to the rural economy and help keep alive many traditional skills, such as hedge-laying and
dry-stone walling.
On West Penwith ESA, 90% of eligible land is under agreement, demonstrating the essential role
agri-environment scheme payments play in sustaining farming activity, which underpins the
management of western heath and maritime cliff and slope. This area is one of the most popular
tourist destinations in the country.
West Kennet Neolithic long barrow - part of
the Avebury World Heritage Site

© Phil Tolerton/RDS Defra

Fundamental changes to agri-environment schemes are anticipated as a result of Common Agricultural
Policy reform. Farmers will continue to receive payments for the land they manage, but will be free to
identify market opportunities and to farm the land instead of subsidies, with obligations to keep the
land in good agricultural and environmental condition. This will remove the link between subsidy and
production, freeing farmers to seek market opportunities for the goods they produce.The reforms
should help to protect the environment and give a better deal to taxpayers and consumers and make
farming more economically sustainable in the long term.As a result of the agri-environment scheme
review, a new Environmental Stewardship Scheme will become available from the spring of 2005.

© Dave Glaves/RDS Defra

Chalk Downland at Strip Lynchets near Mere

Dartmoor Forest. Part of the largest Agri-environment agreement in England, covering c.11,000 ha of moorland

• NATURAL ADVANTAGE: Action for Biodiversity in the South West • NATURAL ADVANTAGE: Action for Biodiversity in the South West

Invest in Fish South West

Location:The South West fisheries area to the 200 mile limit
Initiated by the Worldwide Fund for Nature

Case Study
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Partners
Bass Anglers’ Sportfishing Society, Cornish Fish Producers
Organisation, Cornwall & Devon Wildlife Trusts, English
Nature, Falfish, National Federation of Sea Anglers, Marks
and Spencer plc, Moshi Moshi, South West Fish Producers
Organisation.

Project Origins
This revolutionary programme originated from a belief within the fishing industry that the resource
could be better managed. It has been developed by a steering group comprising local fisheries leaders,
conservation groups, recreational anglers, restaurateurs, fish processors and food retailers to ensure
that it is a truly inclusive project to develop better fisheries management.The project collected
management proposals from a range of marine stakeholders.These proposals will be modelled and
their economic impacts assessed.A series of management options will then be taken forward with
clear information on the economic costs and future benefits.

Action for Biodiversity
Fishing has a huge impact on the marine environment, not just in terms of impacts on target stocks,
but also on non-target species and marine habitats. Putting fisheries on to a more sustainable basis
will deliver economic benefits for the fishing industry as well as environmental benefits.

Resources

Relationships to sustainable development

Financial support: Cornish Fish Producers Organisation,
Cornwall County Council, English Nature, EU Financial
Instrument for Fisheries Guidance, Marks and Spencer plc,
National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations, Sea Fish
Industry Authority, South West Fish Producers
Organisation, South West Regional Development Agency,
WWF-UK.

Fish and the South West go hand-in-hand, as fishing and fish-related industries are an integral part of
the economy, communities and the natural environment. Sustainable use of fisheries resources will
lead to social benefits in maintaining rural fishing communities in peripheral areas where there are
limited opportunities for alternative employment. Studies have shown that, by changing current
approaches to fish management, fisheries in the English Channel alone could be 15 times more
profitable, with increased fish numbers and associated benefits for other marine species and habitats.

In-kind support: Staff time from steering group
organisations.

Other Information
Roger Covey/English Nature

A leaflet is available from WWF.

Contact
Sylvette Peplowski
Worldwide Fund for Nature
Panda House
Weyside Park
Godalming
Surrey GU7 1XR
Tel: 01483 412521
Email: speplowski@wwf.org.uk

Nature and the economy

Fishing boats
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On the Right Tracks

Location: South Hams, Devon
Initiated by South Hams District Council

Project Origins
The South Hams is heavily dependent on tourism and as a result the population dramatically increases
during the peak season.As visitors put pressure on the local services, it was decided to implement a
visitor payback scheme so that they could contribute directly to the improvement and development
of the facilities that attract them to the area.When local tourism businesses were consulted they said
that the resource that they most wanted to see improved was the green lanes (unsurfaced, minor
rural tracks). On the Right Tracks is a programme aimed at opening up and conserving these historic
routes for the enjoyment of visitors and locals people. So extensive are these early trails throughout
South Hams that, once properly cleared, repaired and managed, they will become the finest and most
accessible network of their kind in Britain.

Action for Biodiversity
As green lanes are traffic free and subject only to controlled seasonal maintenance, they provide an
outstanding haven for plants, birds and wildlife.The money raised has been used to repair erosion
damage, conserve Devon hedgebanks, install kissing gates for the less mobile, undertake hedgelaying
and develop links to footpaths and towns.Work has been achieved using local contractors and with
the help of volunteers.The Devon Wildlife Trust has completed a hedge survey to ensure that the
works are benefiting biodiversity.

Case Study
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Partners
Devon County Council, Countryside Agency, South West
England Regional Development Agency, South West
Tourism, East of England Tourist Board, Dartmoor National
Park, Environment Agency, local businesses and volunteers.

Extent
191 green lanes covering a distance of 300km.

Resources
Financial support: European Commission Objective 2
Programme, over £15K in visitor contributions.

Relationships to sustainable development
Businesses, visitors and local community are working together for a common goal.The project is
supported by donations or small voluntary contributions on services such as public transport tickets,
accommodation, food and drink.There are currently 36 businesses involved, including Venus Beach
Café, where a 5 pence premium paid on cups of tea and ice cream flakes has raised over £10,000,
and Dart Pleasure Craft who contribute 10p from the sale each Riverlink postcard sold - so far just
over 7000 cards have been sold. Some businesses may only raise a small amount, but it is helps to
raise awareness.

Visitors can help to conserve the environment they come to see

Other Information
The On the Right Tracks Scheme is part of the South
Hams Green Tourism Business Scheme, which includes a
Green Grading Award Scheme and Green Business Club.

Contact
Jo Bowry
South Hams District Council
Follaton House
Plymouth Road
Totnes
Devon
TQ9 5NE
Tel: 01803 861249
Email: jo.bowry@southhams.gov.uk

Nature and the economy
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Caring for the Cotswolds

Location:The Cotswold Escarpment, Gloucestershire
Initiated by Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Partnership

Case Study
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Project Origins
Unimproved limestone grassland was identified as a priority habitat in the Cotswolds AONB
Partnership Management Strategy 1996 and English Nature’s Cotswold Natural Area Profile.The
Partnership applied for heritage lottery funding in 2000 for a project to improve their management.
The Caring for the Cotswolds target area contains 96 unimproved limestone grassland sites which
were identified in English Nature’s Cotswold Grassland Inventory.

Partners

Action for Biodiversity

English Nature,The National Trust, Gloucestershire Wildlife
Trust, Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG),
Gloucestershire County Council Archaeology Service,
individual landowners and farmers, local community groups
and parish councils.

The aim is to improve the management of a third of all unimproved limestone grassland in the
Cotswolds AONB, around 1000 hectares, by encouraging the reintroduction of grazing and improving
existing grazing regimes; assisting with scrub management, provision of fencing and water supply;
increasing awareness via publications, training events and demonstration sites; assisting and enabling
applications for agri-environment schemes and co-ordinating a grazing ‘dating agency’ which puts
graziers and site owners in touch parish by parish.The project contributes to the achievement of the
Gloucestershire BAP targets for calcareous grassland and priority species, including marsh fritillary
butterfly and juniper.

Resources
Financial support: Heritage Lottery Fund, Cotswolds
AONB Partnership, English Nature.

Relationships to sustainable development
In-kind support:Volunteers, National Trust, Gloucestershire
County Council, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust.

Other Information
For further information visit:
www.cotswoldsaonb.com/projects.asp
For information about the Ebworth Grazing Animals
Project contact:
Matt Stanway, Herd Manager.Tel: 01452 814213.
Email: matt.stanway@nationaltrust.org.uk

Links between communities and their local sites, including direct involvement in site management,
have been developed. Farm incomes have been improved by enabling business growth through access
to additional grazing and agri-environment grants.The project also uses local contractors and
advisors. Future plans include promoting the sale of Cotswold lamb and beef, thus enabling farm
businesses to develop and leading to sustainable grassland management where calcareous grassland
becomes an asset to the farm business and not a burden.A key to the success of the project is its
partnership working, in particular with the Ebworth Grazing Animals Project.This is an initiative
between the National Trust and English Nature to graze unimproved grassland sites in the Cotswolds
with hardy breeds, as part of English Nature’s Traditional Breeds Incentive. Joint events help to
demonstrate the management of complex sites with a high wildlife value, such as common land,
to farmers and land managers, and demonstrate the financial viability of adopting such an approach.

© Nick Turner/Countryside Agency

To download a Traditional Breeds Incentive Scheme
leaflet visit:
www.english-nature.org.uk/pubs/publication/pdf/tradbreeds.pdf

Contact
Jenny Phelps
Cotswold Grassland Project Officer
Cotswolds AONB Partnership
The Old Police Station
Cotswold Heritage Centre
Northleach
Gloucestershire
GL54 3JH
Tel: 01451 862000
Email: jenny.phelps@Cotswold.gov.uk

Nature and the economy

Grazing helps enhance biodiversity
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Future Footprints

Location:Throughout the South West Region
Initiated by Sustainability South West

Project Origins
Tourism is not just an issue for tourists and the tourist industry, but something that has positive and
negative impacts on everyone living and working in the South West.The Regional Sustainable Tourism
Forum, a cross-sectoral discussion forum coordinated by Sustainability South West, identified the need
for a more joined-up, strategic approach to promoting sustainable tourism in the South West which
would compliment existing green/sustainable tourism good practice at the local level.This led to the
development of the Future Footprints project.

Case Study
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Partners
Action for Biodiversity
A principal reason why people visit the South West is the quality of the environment. However,
tourism could become a victim of its own success, with steadily increasing visitor numbers having the
potential to adversely affect the landscapes and wildlife that people have come to enjoy.The key to
success is sustainable tourism. Future Footprints promotes ‘seven steps’, all of which have positive
outcomes for biodiversity, to making tourism more sustainable in the South West:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Buying Local Goods & Services;
Supporting Quality Tourism;
Using Natural Resources Wisely;
Respecting natural and cultural distinctiveness;
Supporting Car-Free Access;
Getting Local Involvement
Explaining the Sustainability message.

Blackdown Hills Rural Partnership, Caradon District
Council, Campaign for the Protection of Rural England,
Countryside Agency, Department of Health, Environment
Agency, English Nature, Envolve, Friends of the Earth,
Government Office for the South West, Local Sustainability
Group for the South West, National Trust, South Hams
District Council, Learning South West, South West
Regional Assembly, South West of England Regional
Development Agency, South West Tourism, Sustainability
South West, SWEST,Tourism Skills Network.

Resources

Relationships to sustainable development
Future Footprints is one of a series of regional initiatives led by Sustainability South West which aim
to turn the aspirations of the Regional Sustainable Development Framework,A Sustainable Future for
the South West, into real change on the ground.Tourism is a growing industry in the South West,
already estimated to be worth around £8 billion to the region’s economy. However there is an
urgent need to make tourism, including future developments, more sustainable.The Future Footprints
campaign promotes sustainable tourism,‘tourism which satisfies visitors, businesses and local
communities without damaging the environment now or for the future’, and the ‘seven steps’ reflect
a balance of social, economic and environmental sustainability.

The initiative is managed as part of Sustainability South
West’s broader work programme.
Financial support:The Environment Agency, National Trust,
South West of England Regional Development Agency,
South West Tourism,The Eden Project.

Other Information
For more information visit: www.futurefootprints.org.uk
Copies of the Future Footprints information pack are
available from Sustainability South West
Email: info@sustainabilitysouthwest.org.uk

Contact
Lucy Goldring
Project Co-ordinator
Sustainability South West
4th Floor
100 Temple Street
Bristol
BS1 6AE
Tel: 0117 933 0249
Email: lucy.goldring@sustainabilitysouthwest.org.uk

Talking to visitors about sustainable tourism

Nature and the economy
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Killerton Estate Integrated
Management Project
Location: Near Exeter, Devon
Initiated by The National Trust
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Project Origins

Environment Agency, Farm tenants.

The overall objective of the project is to develop the Killerton Estate as a lowland showcase for the
National Trust’s Farming Forward manifesto, which sets out a long-term vision for sustainable farming.
This is being achieved by co-operative working with the farm tenants to engender a sense of
ownership by the people who actually manage the land.The project covers all aspects of estate
management including agriculture, biodiversity, landscape and local community development.The main
achievement so far is the active participation by all the farm tenants in the soil and water project,
which involved the provision of free farm waste and soil management assessments and training
sessions with an emphasis on the environmental and economic benefits of sustainable management.

Extent

Action for Biodiversity

2,585 hectares.

A farm-by-farm wildlife assessment has been undertaken and this will be personally delivered and
explained to the farm tenants. It is hoped that this approach will engender interest and pride for the
wildlife on their farms.The format used will also simplify future applications for agri-environment
schemes.The assessment includes conservation management recommendations for habitats and
species and will enable planning and prioritising of biodiversity enhancement measures on an estate
scale.The Trust is also undertaking direct conservation works to benefit veteran trees, wetland
habitats, arable weeds, orchards, bats and great crested newts.

Case Study
Partners

Resources
Financial support: National Trust, Defra RDS (Countryside
Stewardship Scheme).
In-kind support: Farm tenants, the Environment Agency and
volunteers.

Relationships to sustainable development
Other Information
For information on the National Trust Farming Forward
Policy visit: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/environment

Contact
Julia Proctor
Farm and Countryside Advisor (Devon)
The National Trust Regional Office
Killerton
Broadclyst
Exeter
Tel: 01626 770491
Email: julia.proctor@nationaltrust.org.uk

The project aims to protect and enhance the soil and water quality, biodiversity, landscape and
archaeology of the estate.This is by identification of features, assessment of risk and, through working
with tenants, to find realistic management methods that are compatible with commercial agriculture.
An estate based farming system will be developed by the provision of integrated agricultural, business
and marketing advice to add value to farm products.The Trust also assists tenants providing
restructuring advice.This will lead to an increased sense of estate integrity with the local community
by encouraging co-operation between the farm tenants, developing a guardianship scheme with a
local school and events such as farm walks.

Cider pressing. Apples from the estates’
orchards are made into cider
for sale in the Trust’s shops

Nature and the economy

Hellings Park fen. One of the most important sites on the site, managed with full
co-operation and help of the tenant
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Origins

Location:Wiltshire
Initiated by BTCV

Project Origins
Origins is a new programme, which commenced in October 2003, to work with disadvantaged young
people to help them interact successfully with others and to regain and maintain a sense of their own
self worth. It involves participation in conservation projects which are contributing to the delivery of
the Wiltshire Biodiversity Action Plan and teaches traditional skills, as well as promoting an enjoyment
of the outdoors. Initially volunteers were recruited through Amber, a charity helping young people
(aged 18-30), coming from a life of unemployment and sometimes homelessness, depression,
poor health, petty crime and drug addiction, to learn about the world of employment and further
education. However, the project is now expanding to involve other groups and increasing the number
of work days to two a week.

Case Study
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Partners
Amber.

Resources
Action for Biodiversity

Financial support: Heritage Lottery Fund.

In the first 3 months of the project there were over 50 volunteer work days.Tasks are as much about
changing people’s attitudes, both to volunteering and the environment, as they are about delivering
conservation work goals, so the aim is to provide an informal day out with a varied work programme.
Tasks have involved coppicing and access improvements on nature reserves and volunteers have
learned traditional rural craft skills, such as hedge laying and hurdle making, using the coppice
products.Tasks will vary with the seasons; in the spring they will involve work on wetlands and in
summer work they will concentrate mainly on grassland sites.

Relationships to sustainable development

For more information about Amber visit:
www.amberweb.org

Contact
Ali Sim
BTCV Salisbury
Grosvenor House
26 Churchfields Rd.
Salisbury
SP2 7NH
Tel: 01722 417601
Email: a.sim@btcv.org.uk

Alasdair Sim/BTCV

Origins is primarily working to change people’s attitudes.There are going to be considerable wildlife
benefits from the conservation projects and training is being provided that will hopefully help
volunteers find employment in the conservation sector or other areas.Volunteers are able to
access funding from Millennium Volunteers Plus, which will help with their career and educational
development.

Other Information

Alasdair Sim/BTCV

Getting young people in touch with nature

Improving quality of life
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Three Rivers Partnership
Open Spaces Sub-Group
Location: Gillingham, North Dorset
Initiated by the Three Rivers Partnership

Case Study
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Partners
Gillingham Town Council, North Dorset District Council,
Environment Agency, Dorset County Council, Dorset
Wildlife Trust, Civic Society, local volunteers from a range
of groups within Gillingham as well as interested
individuals.

Project Origins
The Three Rivers Partnership, a registered charity supported by statutory and other voluntary sector
organisations, was set up following extensive public consultation to develop the local community’s
vision for Gillingham. Four main areas of concern were identified, lack of leisure centre/community
facilities, open spaces, playing fields and meeting spaces, and sub-groups were formed to tackle each of
the issues.The Open Spaces sub-group has the following aims:
•
•
•

To carry out an audit of all existing open space, green areas, trees, hedges, footpaths, formal and
informal play areas;
To make recommendations for management and enhancement of existing open spaces in terms
of amenity and biodiversity;
To make recommendations for expansion of existing network and develop a management plan
for the area.

Resources

Action for Biodiversity

The project is primarily organised by volunteers. North
Dorset District Council funded the ecological desk study.

The audit of open spaces, which is being carried out by community volunteers, has already started to
make recommendations for biodiversity enhancement, including tree planting, wetland creation and
hedge management.An ecological desktop survey is currently being carried out, which will
recommend further survey work to ensure that there is a good baseline of ecological information.
The survey will be undertaken in the summer of 2004 and will also make recommendations for
further habitat enhancement. It is hoped that, ultimately, all the open space areas will be covered by
a strategic management plan and may be considered for Local Nature Reserve status.

Contact
Jackie Kemp
Three Rivers Partnership Open Spaces Group
48 Cherryfields
Gillingham
SP8 4TJ
Tel: 01747 821158)
Email: jackieannekemp@hotmail.com

Improving quality of life

Relationships to sustainable development
This project aims to identify all the currently ‘neglected’ open spaces around the town and shape
them into sites that benefit people and biodiversity.These sites will potentially act as green routes,
offering off-road alternatives to pedestrians and cyclists and linking the town to the wider rural area.
They are all within easy reach of urban areas and many are integrated with, or adjacent to, new
housing estates, several having been passed to the District Council and Town Council through
planning gain. It is expected that this network of open space sites will, once under appropriate
management, contribute significantly to the health and well being of the local community, offering
areas for contact with nature, contemplation, play and exercise.

Enhancement of biodiversity in open spaces
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SERC Graduate Training
Scheme
Location: Somerset
Initiated by Somerset Environment Records Centre
(SERC)
Project Origins

24

Established as core business when the Somerset Environmental Records Centre (SERC) was first set
up, the Graduate Training Scheme has gone from strength to strength by building on its own success.
SERC aims to provide the necessary skills and experience required for graduates to gain employment
in ecological survey or nature conservation related work. Frequent feedback from employers
confirms that SERC provides people with an effective apprenticeship and equips them with a range
of transferable skills.As a result employers frequently come directly to SERC for recruitment, by
passing the usual process.

Case Study

Action for Biodiversity

Somerset Wildlife Trust, English Nature, Environment
Agency, Exmoor National Park, Somerset County Council
and other Somerset local authorities.

The SERC Training Team carries out ecological surveys and undertakes data searches to inform
development planning. Survey data is used for the selection of County Wildlife Sites (CWS). Sites
meeting CWS criteria receive considerable protection as local authority development plans have a
presumption against their development.The data collected also provides baseline information,
which is used by Somerset Wildlife Trust’s Wildlife Sites Project to underpin management advice to
landowners.The majority of trainees move on from SERC to paid careers in wildlife conservation
throughout the UK, benefiting biodiversity throughout the country.

Partners

Resources
Financial support: Service Level Agreements with local
authorities and other partners, government training
schemes (New Deal and Work Based Training for Adults)
and income from ecological consultants for data searches.

Relationships to sustainable development

Other Information

The work of SERC's Training team is fundamental to sustainable development in Somerset, in that it
enables biodiversity to be taken in to account in decision-making, particularly the planning process.
By providing work-based experience the Scheme is helping to produce a new generation of motivated
wildlife professionals, contributing skills to the economy and enabling participants to pursue a
rewarding, vocational career.

For further information visit: www.somerc.com

Contact
Sue Custance-Baker or Liz Biron
SERC
Tonedale Mill
Wellington
Somerset
TA21 OAW
Tel: 01823 664450
Email: sue.custance-baker@somerc.com
Or liz.biron@somerc.com

Graduates are trained in
ecological surveying

Students are trained in the use of aerial photography: Glastonbury Tor

Improving quality of life
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Hillah Woods

Location: Buckfastleigh, Devon
Initiated by Action for Wildlife - the Dartmoor Biodiversity
Project

25

Project Origins

Partners

This project is an initiative of Action for Wildlife (AFW) to improve the wildlife value of the site, open
up access for local people for quiet enjoyment and encourage a greater understanding of western oak
woodlands.AFW approached the woodland owners, Devonia Products Ltd, and staff from Dartmoor
National Park Authority to provide advice and support.An Agreement is in preparation to promote
sustainable management of the woodland, whilst optimising its biodiversity and use by local people.
Local events have been organised for the community and company staff to raise awareness of the
wood and its biodiversity.

Devonia Products Limited, part of the Buckfast Spinning
Company, Dartmoor National Park Authority.

Action for Biodiversity

Case Study

Extent
4 hectares.

The project has begun work to conserve the western oak woodland habitat, which is under threat
from sycamore encroachment. Biodiversity Action Plan priority species such as dormice, ferns, and
bats will also benefit from management work. Local people will have the opportunity to learn more
about their local biodiversity.

Resources
Financial support:Action for Wildlife Project, Dartmoor
National Park Authority, Forestry Commission (Woodland
Grant Scheme).
In-kind support:Action for Wildlife Project, Dartmoor
National Park Authority.

Relationships to sustainable development
The woodland provides social benefits as a local place to walk and enjoy wildlife in a valley of high
landscape and biodiversity value.The woods will be managed primarily for their biodiversity, but the
economic value of timber may help offset management costs. Management will be in accordance with
the Forest Stewardship Council Certification Scheme, which ensures that careful and long-term forest
management is recognised in the marketplace.

Other Information
For further information visit: www.actionforwildlife.org.uk
and www.dartmoor-npa.gov.uk

Contact
Frances Cooper
Action for Wildlife
Dartmoor National Park Authority
Parke
Bovey Tracey
Devon TQ13 9JQ
Tel: 01626 831027
Email: fcooper@dartmoor-npa.gov.uk

Improving quality of life

A dormouse nut hunt with local people from
Buckfastleigh confirmed the presence of
dormice in Hillah Woods

Work Party from Devonia Products helping clear some sycamore
from Hillah Woods, an ancient upland oak woodland
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Yeovil Green Gym

Location:Yeovil, Somerset
Initiated by BTCV and Yeovil Community
Development Trust
Project Origins
Through a partnership between BTCV and Yeovil Community Development Trust a bid was
successfully put forward to the New Opportunities Fund to fund the Yeovil Health Opportunities
Programme, one element of which was the Green Gym.The project aims to improve the physical,
mental and social health of the residents of Yeovil.This is achieved by providing alternative physical
exercise in the countryside through participation in conservation work. Interacting with other
members of the community and working outdoors in green spaces improves individual’s social and
mental well-being. Over the next four years the project will evolve into three self sustaining Green
Gyms running in Yeovil.

Case Study
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Partners
Yeovil Health Opportunities Programme, South Somerset
District Council,Yeovil Mental Health Outreach Project.

Action for Biodiversity
Resources

The project carries out practical conservation work for landowners, such as invasive vegetation
removal, improving access and traditional countryside management including hedge laying and
coppicing, to maintain or improve a diverse range of habitats. By involving local volunteers on local
sites used by local people the work on the Green Gym raises the profile of conservation projects
and increases environmental awareness.

Financial support: New Opportunities Fund, landowner
charges.

Other Information
For further information visit: www.btcv.org/greengym

Relationships to sustainable development
Contact

The Green Gym improves the physical and mental health of its participants. It also encourages social
interaction between Green Gym members and passers-by. It combats social isolation, as participants
are able to visit, and work on, sites throughout Yeovil District and beyond. It also offers a chance to
learn conservation techniques, which can improve skills and employability, with obvious benefits for
the local economy. Green Gym participants become healthier which encourages them to seek
employment and return to work. By improving the countryside in and around Yeovil, the Project is
creating a more attractive place to live, work and visit.

Paul Sheriff/BTCV

Paul Sherriff
BTCV
Unit 4, Brympton Way
Yeovil
Somerset
BA20 2HP
Tel: 01935 415 255
Email: p.sherriff@btcv.org.uk

Paul Sheriff/BTCV

Volunteers improve their physical and mental
well-being through conservation work

Improving quality of life
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Chiswell Walled Garden
Doorstep Green
Location: Chiswell, Portland, Dorset
Initiated by Chiswell in Partnership with the Sea (CHIPS)

Case Study
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Project Origins
The vision of CHIPS is to build a stronger community and engender in the people a sense of pride in
place through the celebration of the uniqueness of Chiswell’s history and ecology.As often happens
with this type of project, the group formed when an opportunity to create a space presented itself.
Unfortunately, they could not secure their original site, but they continued to search, and with a lot of
perseverance and lateral thinking created an opportunity at the Walled Garden.

Partners

Action for Biodiversity

The Countryside Agency, New Opportunities Fund, Chesil
Beach and Fleet Local Nature Reserve, National Council
for the Conservation of Plants and Gardens, local
authorities, local colleges.

0.1 hectares.

Due to the restrictions imposed by the harsh marine environment, traditional garden planting is not
an option in Chiswell. However, a great deal of thought has been put into the planting scheme for the
Walled Garden.The group will be planting species suited to the shingle environment, such as sea holly
and sea lavender, and the community will also be encouraged to collect local seed and sow it in the
garden. Records will be kept of everything planted.A special project with local children aims to
encourage wildlife by creating crevices and insect boxes in the walls and starting an insect breeding
programme. CHIPS will manage the site and the project.

Resources

Relationships to sustainable development

Financial support: Countryside Agency (New
Opportunities Fund - Green Spaces and Sustainable
Communities), Dorset Gardens Trust and local businesses.

CHIPS have just formed as a Company Limited by Guarantee, yet are already committed to an equal
opportunities and a green housekeeping policy.The project will involve working with several local
artists and craftsmen and some opportunities for crafts (stonework) will involve the local college,
giving students experience on a contract.Additional funding, through the South West Forum’s
Community Champions Fund, has been granted to send a local volunteer on a two year part-time
horticultural course. He will be the project’s head gardener with responsibility for long-term
maintenance of the Garden.

Extent

In-kind support:At least 20% of project costs will come
from voluntary labour and materials donations.

Other Information
The project has completed the consultation and planning
stage and the recent approval of the creation grant will
allow construction and planting to begin.

Contact
Tim Quinton
Doorstep Greens Assistant Adviser
Countryside Agency
5th Floor, 1 Redcliff Street
Bristol
BS1 6NP
Tel: 0117 9102926
Email: tim.quinton@countryside.gov.uk

Locals work to enhance biodiversity
at the walled garden in Chiswell

Improving quality of life
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St Agnes No Take Zone

Location: St Agnes, Cornwall
Initiated by Cornwall County Council

Project Origins
In 1997 the St Agnes Quay Fishermen agreed to set aside a small area of their fishing grounds as a
Voluntary No Take Zone (NTZ) in an attempt to improve local shellfish catches.This acted as a
catalyst for a project to monitor the effect of this designation and promote a wider debate about the
potential for NTZs to protect marine wildlife and improve fish stocks in Cornwall’s inshore waters
through the NTZ Roadshow.The Roadshow led to the development of a Strategic NTZ project
to gather the best available information, including local knowledge, and make recommendations
for protected areas in Cornwall’s inshore waters.These recommendations will help to guide
community-led and strategic initiatives.The NTZ work in Cornwall is acting as a blueprint for
area-based marine protection in the South West in parallel with the Lundy NTZ and Lyme Bay
Marine Protected Areas Project (Devon Wildlife Trust).

Action for Biodiversity
The project is developing a range of initiatives to progress the implementation of a network of No
Take Zones or Marine Sanctuary Zones, fully protected marine areas closed to all forms of fishing and
extraction, in Cornwall’s inshore waters. NTZs add another measure to the toolkit available for
protecting and enhancing marine wildlife and fish stocks.The initiatives seek to promote a change in
the management of the marine environment to include greater protection of commonplace and
rare/vulnerable habitats. Community-led initiatives demonstrate an attitude change amongst local
fishermen, divers and anglers that fish stocks are not limitless and that the marine environment needs
to be managed sustainably.

Relationships to sustainable development

© Environment and Heritage Service,
Cornwall County Council

© Environment and Heritage Service, Cornwall County Council

The conservation of local fish stocks has a clear link to the economic viability of the Cornish inshore
fishing industry and is essential to its sustainability. Sustainable fishery management is likely to lead to
improvements in marine habitats and the populations of other marine species.These can in turn be
enjoyed by other stakeholders such as anglers, spearfishers and divers, thus supporting other local
businesses reliant on a healthy marine environment.Through the provision of more ‘natural areas of
sea’ there will be more reference points from which to determine human impacts.

Shellfisherman at St Agnes

Case Study
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Partners
Cornwall No Take Zone Working Group – English Nature,
Environment Agency, Cornwall Sea Fisheries Committee,
Cornwall Wildlife Trust, Cornish Fish Producers
Organisation, British Spearfishing Association, National
Federation of Sea Anglers.

Resources
Financial support: Cornwall County Council, Objective 1
Fisheries Fund, English Nature, Environment Agency,
In-kind support: Cornwall Sea Fisheries Committee,
Cornish Fish Producers Organisations.

Other Information
Although operating around the Cornish coast at present, it
is hoped to expand into a South West initiative over the
coming years with support from English Nature and other
partners.

Contact
Philippa Hoskin
Marine Development Officer
Environment and Heritage Service
Cornwall County Council
St Clements Building
Old County Hall Truro
TR1 1AY
Tel: 01872 323558
Email:phhoskin@cornwall.gov.uk

St Agnes No Take Zone

Ecosystem and landscape management
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The Severn Hams Project

Location: Between Gloucester and Tewkesbury,
Gloucestershire
Initiated by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust and Severn and
Avon Vales Wetlands Partnership

Case Study
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Project Origins
The Severn Hams are part of an extensive network of floodplains in Gloucestershire,Worcestershire
and Warwickshire that the Severn and Avon Vales Wetlands Partnership (SAVWP) seeks to restore as
wetland habitat linked to a sustainable rural economy.Three Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust nature
reserves:, Coombe Hill Meadows, Chaceley Meadows and Ashleworth Ham form the nucleus of the
Severn Hams.A voluntary management committee covers all three reserves and a wider forum has
been established to involve local people, farmers, parish councils and businesses.

Partners
Environment Agency, English Nature, FWAG, Defra RDS.

Extent
15 km2.

Resources
Financial support: Heritage Lottery Fund and English
Nature (land acquisition), Defra RDS (Countryside
Stewardship Scheme and £45K for the feasibility study),
Environment Agency, water companies, local authorities
and a public appeal. The Severn and Avon Vale Partnership
Project Officer post is hosted by the Environment Agency
and funded by members of the Partnership.

Action for Biodiversity
The initial work on Coombe Hill Meadows reversed past drainage improvements, created 1.5
hectares of scrapes and re-profiled 2km of ditches.Working with adjoining farmers, SAVWP has
extended the area under management for wildlife, especially breeding waders, to include a further
250ha of floodplain grassland.Visitor infrastructure, including hides, boardwalks and interpretation, is
planned for 2004. Lapwings, curlews and redshanks bred on the reserve in 2003 and otters and brown
hares are present. In 2003 the Severn and Avon Vales Wetland Partnership Project Officer, Defra RDS
and FWAG assisted the local farmers with successful Countryside Stewardship Scheme applications.
To ensure that maximum benefit is gained from the individual agreements, a waterlevel management
study identified where raised water levels are practicable.The study, published in March 2004,
provides a basis for farmers, conservation advisors and Defra to upgrade existing Countryside
Stewardship agreements to enhance and restore wetland habitat

Relationships to sustainable development

Contact
Colin Studholme
Head of Conservation
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust
Robinswood Hill Country Park
Reservoir Road
Gloucester
GL4 6SX.
Tel: 01452 383333
Email: colins@gloucswt.cix.co.uk

The project will achieve a number of Gloucestershire Biodiversity Action Plan habitat and species
targets, in particular those relating to the Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh Action Plan. It is
socially inclusive, relying heavily on local involvement and public consultation.The long-term aim is to
establish the Severn Hams as a major wetland restoration site with green tourism potential.The site
is already popular with birdwatchers and visitors who could be attracted to use local accommodation.
The feasibility of marketing conservation grade beef, lamb and hay is also being investigated.

Pond creation at Norton Court Farm,
Coombe Hill Meadows

Brian Smith
SAVWP
Riversmeet House
Newtown Industrial Estate
Northway Lane
Tewkesbury
GL20 8JG
01684 864328
Email brian.smith@environment-agency.gov.uk

Ecosystem and landscape management

Brian Smith/SAVWP

For more information visit the community website:
www.coombehillmeadows.co.uk

Brian Smith/SAVWP

Other Information

Restored ditch profile, maximising marginal habitat
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Porlock Bay Coastal
Realignment
Location: Porlock Ridge and Saltmarsh SSSI,West Somerset
Initiated by The National Trust

Project Origins
The eastern half of Porlock Bay is part of the National Trust’s 5,000 hectare Holnicote Estate.
Following a series of failures in the shingle ridge, a proposal was put forward to reconstruct
vulnerable areas using shingle from the National Trust beach.The Trust, backed by English Nature,
objected on the grounds that natural processes should be allowed to operate on a bay-wide system.
A management group was set up to explore the possibilities, but following a major storm in 1996,
the beach suffered a catastrophic breach resulting in inundation by the sea.

Case Study
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Partners
Action for Biodiversity
Prior to 1996, the habitats behind the shingle ridge were dominated by freshwater and brackish
lagoons, coastal grassland and vegetated shingle. However, since inundation, they have been replaced
by a large area of saltmarsh and saline lagoons and the numbers of birds and other species have
increased.The tenant farmer has entered his land into the Countryside Stewardship Scheme, allowing
flooding of the fields.Winter stubbles are encouraged and footpaths have been fenced to protect
ground-nesting birds. Grazing animals have been removed from the marsh and the vegetated shingle
is lightly grazed.The site has been re-notified as a geomorphological SSSI (Site of Special Scientific
Interest).

Relationships to sustainable development
Initially, many local people did not support the scheme, but attitudes have changed and the site is now
seen as an important local resource. Porlock Tourist Association actively promotes the site through its
visitor centre. Porlock Bay is seen within the National Trust as an exemplar of working with natural
processes on the coast.The removal of man-made structures, including groynes and drainage systems,
is helping to ensure that the site is fully sustainable.The site has become an important educational
resource and is regularly used by schools, colleges and universities.

English Nature,The Porlock Manor Estate, Environment
Agency,West Somerset District Council and Exmoor
National Park Authority.

Extent
179 hectares.

Resources
Financial support: Defra RDS (Countryside Stewardship
Scheme), English Nature (Wildlife Enhancement Scheme)
and Exmoor National Park Authority.

Other Information
For more information on the National Trust’s Coastal
Processes Policy visit:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/environment.

Contact
Nigel Hester
Countryside Manager – West Somerset
The National Trust
Holnicote Estate Office
Selworthy
Minehead
Somerset
TA24 8TJ
Tel: 01643 862452
Email: nigel.hester@nationaltrust.org.uk

Porlock Bay

Ecosystem and landscape management
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Loe Pool Catchment Project

Location: Near Helston, Cornwall
Initiated by the Environment Agency and The National Trust

Case Study
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Partners
English Nature, South West Water Ltd, MOD (RNAS
Culdrose), Kerrier District Council, Helston Town Council,
FWAG, Cornwall College,Truro College, Helston School,
other interested individuals and consultants.

Extent
Loe Pool: 56 hectares.
River Cober catchment: 54 km2.

Resources
Financial support: Environment Agency, National Trust,
English Nature, Pennon Group plc (South West Water), and
Kerrier District Council.

Other Information
For further information visit: www.skportal.net/loepool
Action is contributing towards the implementation of the
UK Eutrophic Waters Biodiversity Action Plan.
The Penrose Estate, of which Loe Pool is part, is the
second largest NT property in Cornwall.

Project Origins
Co-ordinated action was galvanised following the production of the Environment Agency’s West
Cornwall Local Environment Agency Plan in 1996, which led to the establishment of the Loe Pool
Forum. Loe Pool is Cornwall’s largest natural freshwater lake, an SSSI (Site of Special Scientific
Interest) and a very popular recreation site with over 40,000 visitors each year. However, it is in
unfavourable condition mainly due to poor water quality and insensitive flood defence operations.
The objectives of the Catchment Plan are to improve water quality; provide a more natural water
level regime and restore diverse shoreline flora; maximise the nature conservation value of the Pool
and catchment and interest and involve the community.

Action for Biodiversity
The problem of excess nutrients in treated sewage, which led to the formation of algal blooms, has
been addressed by phosphate stripping at Helston Sewage Works and scheduling at RNAS Culdrose.
Culdrose is only the second MOD site in UK to do this voluntarily, which strongly underlines MOD’s
commitment to the area.A FWAG project officer has operated across the catchment to address
smaller and diffuse nutrient sources and provide advice on farm conservation opportunities and
grants. Restoring riparian and floodplain habitats and limiting dredging disruption to the channel will
address the need for a more sympathetic flood defence regime on the River Cober.

Relationships to sustainable development
There is a strong focus on trying to ensure that farming within the catchment is sustainable in terms
of nutrient budgeting, soil conservation, habitat creation and management and historic landscape
conservation. Current flood defence maintenance involves channel dredging, which is inherently
unsustainable.Alternatives are being sought which, as well as being cheaper, provide cross-functional
benefits.The Forum is working to ensure that Loe Pool takes the central place in guiding future land
use, particularly in relation to the regeneration of Helston.The vision is to develop an interpretation
facility for the Lizard and the West Cornwall environment and cycle hire and improved public access
are high on the agenda. Rather than being a hindrance, the Loe Pool Forum is striving to ensure that
the environment is seen as central to economic regeneration.

Dave Davies

Contact

Dave Davies

Martin Rule
Recreation and Biodiversity Officer
Environment Agency
Sir John Moore House
Victoria Square
Bodmin
PL31 1EB
Tel: 01208 265026
Email: martin.rule@environment-agency.gov.uk

Ecosystem and landscape management

Aerial view of Loe Pool
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Jurassic Coast World
Heritage Site
Location:The Dorset and East Devon Coast
Initiated by Dorset County Council and Devon
County Council
Project Origins
It has taken since 1993 to realise World Heritage Site status for the Dorset and East Devon Coast, a
community-led project since Professor Denys Brunsden proposed the idea at a meeting of the Lyme
Bay Forum. UNESCO declared the coast a World Heritage Site in December 2001 in recognition of
its diverse and globally important geology and geomorphology.The majority of this stretch of coast
was already recognised as being of national importance through designation as a Site of Special
Scientific Interest.The new status brings a higher expectation of both long-term protection and
effective presentation of the site to visitors.This is leading to a high-profile and ambitious programme
of activities covering conservation, access and regeneration.

Action for Biodiversity
The geodiversity, or earth science conservation, programme is new and continues to evolve, but
current priorities include the establishment of site monitoring and management statements,
implementation of a fossil-collecting code of conduct and the establishment of an international
Science and Conservation Advisory Network to inform development proposals and casework.The
initiative is also resulting in a very high profile for the earth sciences as a platform for sustainable
tourism, education and interpretation.

Case Study
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Partners
The World Heritage Steering Group:A multi-sector group
comprising numerous local authorities, interest groups,
tourism organisations, landowners, voluntary bodies and
statutory agencies.
A wide range of other partners are involved in the Science
and Conservation Advisory Group,Tourism Working
Group, Museums Working Group, Education Working
Group and through a partnership of the Gateway Towns to
the World Heritage Site.

Relationships to sustainable development
The programme as a whole is aimed at delivering conservation and developing social and economic
opportunities. Key elements of the 8 point vision seek to secure the Jurassic Coast World Heritage
Site as a place where:

Extent
155 km of coastline between Exmouth and Studland Bay.

Resources

•

Financial support: Dorset County Council, Devon County
Council, East Devon District Council,West Dorset District
Council,Weymouth and Portland Borough Council,
Purbeck District Council, English Nature, Countryside
Agency, SWERDA, BP, other commercial sponsors and local
supporters.
In-kind support: steering and working group members.
© Chris Pamplin/Dorset
County Council

•
•

Globally important geology and geomorphology is recognised and conserved, for science,
education, and public enjoyment;
Research is actively encouraged and science is advanced;
The public profile for the earth sciences is raised, and their relevance to today’s world is
demonstrated;
Global recognition leads to new projects and initiatives within the local communities and
businesses that enhance quality of life in sustainable ways:
respecting the environment, meeting social needs and
benefiting the economy.

Other Information
For further information visit: www.jurassiccoast.com
A World Heritage Coast Trust has been formed to develop
conservation and education projects.

Ammonites are commonly found on the Jurassic Coast
© Chris Pamplin/Dorset County Council

•

Contact
Tim Badman
World Heritage Team Leader
c/o Dorset County Council
County Hall
Dorchester
Dorset DT1 1XJ
Tel: 01305 224285
Email: t.badman@dorsetcc.gov.uk

Ecosystem and landscape management
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River Axe and River Char
Enhancement Project
Location:The River Axe, Devon and Somerset.
The River Char, Dorset
Initiated by FWAG, English Nature, Environment Agency,
West Country Rivers Trust

Case Study
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Partners
East Devon District Council, Dorset County Council,
Defra RDS (Blackdown Hills Officer).

Project Origins
The Axe-Char Project sits within the umbrella Cycleau Project, a 3 year European Commission
funded programme designed to offer sustainable management of rivers, estuaries and coastlines in a
number of areas of Devon, Cornwall, Ireland and France.The poor habitat and water quality of the
Rivers Axe and River Char have become issues of increasing concern in recent years. Major problems
have been identified with point source and diffuse pollution from nutrients; unrestricted livestock
access to the river; increased cultivation of maize; soil erosion; bank-side erosion and waste
management.A partnership approach to the management of the catchment is required to address
these problems.

Action for Biodiversity
Over 450 Km2.

Resources
Financial support: European Commission Interreg IIIb
European (50% matched funding for staff time, and
projects), contributions from many of the project partners.

Other Information
For more information about the Cycleau Project visit:
www.cycleau.com

Contact
Project Co-ordinator
Axe-Char Project
c/o Devon FWAG
Estuary House
Peninsula Park
Rydon Lane
Exeter
EX2 7XE
Or Email: paul.sadler@environment-agency.gov.uk

It is planned to produce a management strategy that incorporates monitoring, linked to existing
Habitat Directive and other research and development projects, and indicators of favourable
condition.A geographical information system will be developed to facilitate the management of the
Special Area of Conservation.

Relationships to sustainable development
The project aims to deliver sustainable land use that:
•
•
•

Protects the environment of the River Axe and its tributaries;
Protects the environment of the River Char and bathing interests at Charmouth;
Supports the local community.

Among its objectives the project will support and help local farmers build a better future for
agriculture; protect and improve habitats, species, landscape, archaeology and the historic
environment; deliver waste management and pollution prevention advice to local businesses; explore
opportunities for reducing flood risk and engage local communities and a wide range of stakeholders.

D. Croton

Extent

Monitoring habitat quality

Ecosystem and landscape management
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The Local Public Service Agreement
for Cornwall – Natural Environment
Wessex Chalk Streams Project
Delivering the Purbeck Biodiversity Action Plan
Putting Back the Wild Heart of Cornwall
Mendip Hills Bracken Composting Project
Wessex Water Biodiversity Action Plan
Stone-Curlew Recovery Project
Restoration of the Mid Cornwall Moors for
Marsh Fritillary Butterfly
Congresbury Moor and Littlewood Wetlands Project
Ebworth and South West Gloucestershire
Community and Volunteering Project
Welcombe Millennium Wood
Bristol Bird Watch
Friends of Oakfrith Wood
Greystones Farm
Manor Road Community Woodland
Agri-environment Schemes
Invest in Fish South West
On The Right Tracks
Caring for the Cotswolds
Future Footprints
Killerton Estate Integrated Management Project
Origins
Three Rivers Partnership Open Spaces Sub-Group
SERC Graduate Training Scheme
Hillah Woods
Yeovil Green Gym
Chiswell Walled Garden Doorstep Green
St Agnes No Take Zone
The Severn Hams Project
Porlock Bay Coastal Realignment
Loe Pool Catchment Project
Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site
River Axe and River Char Enhancement Project
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Production of this booklet has been
possible through funding from:

The South West Regional Biodiversity Partnership’s vision
is to have landscapes and water bodies, coasts and seas,
towns and cities where wild species and habitats are part
of healthy functioning ecosystems; where we nurture,
treasure and enhance our biodiversity, and where
biodiversity is a natural consideration of policies and
decisions, and in society as a whole.
The partnership comprises representatives of all the
organisations with a direct interest in the region’s
biodiversity, including statutory agencies, regional bodies,
commercial businesses and voluntary organisations.
Membership is open to any organisation or company that
supports the aims of the partnership and can contribute
to their achievement.
Formed in 1994 and responsible for the publication of the
South West Biodiversity Audit in 1996 and the South West
Biodiversity Action Plan in 1997, the partnership:
•

•
•
•

Co-ordinates and supports action for biodiversity, in
particular taking forward the South West Biodiversity
Implementation Plan;
Monitors progress towards the achievement of South
West biodiversity targets;
Facilitates the sharing of best practice amongst local
Biodiversity Action Plan practitioners;
Promotes biodiversity projects for sustainable
development in partnership with regional bodies.

The partnership is supported by a full-time South West
Biodiversity Co-ordinator and is co-chaired by English
Nature and the Environment Agency.

Further Information
For further information and more examples of best
practice visit www.swbiodiversity.org.uk

Contact
Heather Sohl
South West Biodiversity Co-ordinator
c/o English Nature
South West Region
Level 2, Renslade House
Bonhay Road
Exeter EX4 3AW
Tel: 01392 457401
Mobile: 07919 986680
Email: heathersohl@avonwildlifetrust.org.uk

South West Regional Biodiversity
Partnership Contacts
ALGE (Association of Local Government Ecologists)
Contact: John Mathias
Mid Devon District Council, Phoenix House,
Phoenix Lane,Tiverton, Devon EX16 6PP
Tel: 01884 234387
Email: jmathias@middevon.gov.uk

FWAG (Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group)
Contact: John Sheaves
South England Office, Cuckoo Down Farm,West Hill,
Ottery St Mary, Devon EX11 1UE
Tel: 01404 814799
Email: john.sheaves@fwag.org.uk

BTCV (British Trust for Conservation Volunteers)
Contact: Simon Smith
31 Upham Rd, Swindon,Wiltshire SN3 1DJ
Tel: 01793 695875
Email: s.smith@btcv.org.uk

GOSW (Government Office for the South West)
Contact: Richard Ormerod
2 Rivergate,Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6ED
Tel: 01752 635081
Email: rormerod.gosw@go-regions.gov.uk

Countryside Agency
Contact: Joy Smart
5th Floor, 1 Redcliffe Street, Bristol BS1 6NP
Tel: 01179 102900
Email: joy.smart@countryside.gov.uk

Local Biodiversity Action Plans
Contact: Jenny Hayward
Avon Wildlife Trust, 32 Jacobs Wells Road, Bristol
BS8 1DR
Tel: 0117 917 7270
Email: jennyhayward@avonwildlifetrust.org.uk

Dartmoor National Park Authority
Contact: Sue Goodfellow
Parke, Haytor Rd, Bovey Tracey, Newton Abbott,
Devon TQ13 9LQ
Tel: 01626 832093
Email: sgoodfellow@dartmoor-npa.gov.uk
defra RDS
Contact: Phil Tolerton
Government Buildings, Burghill Rd,
Westbury-on-Trim, Bristol BS10 6NJ
Tel: 0117 9591000
Email: Phil.Tolerton@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Local Record Centres of the South West
Contact:Tim Corner
Bristol Environmental Record Centre,Ashton Court
Visitor Centre,Ashton Court Estate, Long Ashton,
Bristol BS419JN Tel: 0117 953 2140
Email: BRERC@btconnect.com
MoD Defence Estates
Contact: Guy Hagg
Building 21,West Down Camp,Tilshead,
Salisbury SP3 4RS
Tel: 01980 674708
Email: guy.hagg@de.mod.uk

English Nature
Contact: Basil Greenwood
South West Region, Level 2, Renslade House,
Bonhay Rd, Exeter EX4 3AW
Tel: 01392 889795
Email: basil.greenwood@english-nature.org.uk

RSPB (Royal Society for the Protection of Birds)
Contact: Leigh Lock
Keble House, Southernhay Gardens, Exeter, Devon
EX1 1NT Tel: 01392 432691
Email: leigh.lock@rspb.org.uk

Environment Agency
Contact: Lyn Jenkins
Manley House, Kestrel Way, Exeter, Devon EX2 7LQ
Tel: 01392 352357
Email: lyn.jenkins@environment-agency.gov.uk

South West Wildlife Trusts
Contact: Steve Grainger
Avon Wildlife Trust, 32 Jacobs Wells Road, Bristol
BS8 1DR Tel: 01179 177271
Email: stevegrainger@avonwildlifetrust.org.uk

Exmoor National Park
Contact: David Lloyd
National Park Centre, Exmoor House, Dulverton,
Somerset TA22 9HL
Tel: 01398 323665
Email: delloyd@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

The National Trust
Contact:Antonia Nichol
Wessex Regional Office, Eastleigh Court,
Bishopstrow,Warminster,Wiltshire BA12 9HW
Tel: 01985 843 616
Email: antonia.nichol@nationaltrust.org.uk

Forestry Commission
Contact: Laura Jones
SW England Conservancy, Mamhead Castle,
Mamhead, Exeter EX6 8HD
Tel: 01626 890666
Email: laura.jones@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Wessex Water
Contact: Dan Green
Claverton Down Rd, Claverton Down, Bath
BA2 7WW
Tel: 01225 526000
Email: dan.green@wessexwater.co.uk

Forest Enterprise
Contact: Oliver Lucas
Buller's Hill, Kennford, Exeter, Devon EX6 7XR
Tel: 01392 832262
Email: oliver.lucas@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Woodland Trust
Contact: Justin Milward
Jayrise, Butcombe, Bristol BS40 7WT
Tel: 01761 463434
Email: justinmilward@woodland-trust.org.uk
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