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Definitions

GB Non-native Species Framework Strategy :

Non-native species - refers to a species, subspecies or lower taxon, 

introduced (i.e. by human action) outside its natural past or present 

distribution; includes any part, gametes, seeds, eggs, or propagules of 

such species that might survive and subsequently reproduce.

Invasive non-native species - any non-native animal or plant that has 

the ability to spread causing damage to the environment, the economy, 

our health and the way we live.

CAUTION: WE DO NOT KNOW ENOUGH ABOUT MOST NON-

NATIVE SPECIES TO USE THIS CLASSIFICATION

DANGEROUS TO ASCRIBE WITHOUT SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION 

TO BASE ASSESSMENT ON



Definitions

Introduced species: introduced directly or indirectly by human agency 

to an area where it has not occurred in historical times and which is 

separate from and lies outside the area where natural range extension 

could be expected.

Cryptogenic species: suspect global distribution or taxonomy whereby 

progressive biogeographic, historic, genetic or taxonomic information 

may later reveal it to be an introduced species within an area.

Recent colonist: A species which, due to climate change, has 

extended its natural geographical range in recent times and which has 

established new self-maintaining and self-regenerating populations in 

the wild. These changes are predictable in terms of their directionality.



ÅFunded by Esmee Fairbairn

ÅResearch and dissemination

Phase 1 ïDistribution and 
awareness raising

Phase 2 ïVectors of 
spread

ÅFocus on high priority species

ÅExperts around country

ÅPublications

ÅMedia appearances

ÅEducational resources



To protect native biodiversity from the impacts of 

marine invasive non-native species that enter the 

UK marine environment via hull fouling.

Aims
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Vectors of dispersal

The routes by which non-native species 

are introduced and spread

Hull fouling of commercial & 

recreational vessels

Unintentional aquaculture escapes 



ÅTrial monitoring system

ÅCheap, lightweight settlement panels

Å2009 in SW England, North Wales, 
Scotland and the Republic of Ireland 

ÅThree new alien species detected since 
2008:
ïDidemnum vexillum
ïWatersipora subtorquata
ïGracilaria vermiculophylla

Early detection methods


