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1. SNA details

SNA name: Dunscombe Cliff to Beer
SNA unique number: | 441 7
SNA area (ha): 421.59 Lot

2. Summary of nature conservation interest

Priority BAP habitats:

Main Regional Nature Map habitat: Limestone grassland

Other Regional Nature Map habitat(s):

Other UK BAP habitats: Lowland mixed deciduous woodland,
Lowland meadows, Maritime cliff & slope,
Hedges.

The cliff tops support regionally important areas of limestone grassland and the cliffs have
important geological exposures. The steep ‘combes’ leading down to the cliffs also contain
areas of limestone grassland, lowland meadows and ancient semi-natural woodland. Beer
caves and quarry occur within this SNA. A number of important species are associated with
these habitats including:

Important species or species assemblage | Status

8 species of hibernating bats at Beer caves & | BAP, DBAP

quarry including bechsteins, greater & lesser

horseshoe bats, brandts, daubentons,

natterers, brown long-eared and whiskered

bat.

Rare plant species e.g. purple gromwell, tree | Devon Notable species, Nationally Rare
mallow and other plant species associated (purple gromwell), Nationally scarce (tree
with limestone grassland e.g. common mallow, nottingham catchfly)

rockrose, pyramidal orchid, bee orchid and S.41 (rock rose)

nottingham catchfly.

Invertebrate species associated with S.41, National notable

limestone grassland e.g. Woodwhite, Dingy

skipper.

Great green bush cricket DBAP

Common Dormouse S.41, DBAP

Reptiles: adder, slow-worm & common lizard | S.41

This SNA is also important in terms of geological interest. This stretch of coastline is a unique
site for it’'s sedimentology and stratigraphically-important fossil horizons. It has the finest
exposures of Upper Greensand in South-West England and some of the most westerly major
Upper Cretaceous exposures. Beer Quarry also has important geological features on the face
of the working quarry.
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Nature conservation designations

Please refer to a site’s formal citation for a complete consideration of the reasons for its
designation.

Designation | Site Name Description

Important bat colonies and unimproved
SAC Beer Quarry & Caves calcareous grassland

Coastal scrub and unimproved calcareous

SAC Sidmouth to West Bay grassland

Important bat colonies and unimproved
SSSI Beer Quarry & Caves calcareous grassland

Coastal scrub and unimproved calcareous
SSSI Sidmouth to Beer Coast grassland

In addition the SNA includes 13 County Wildlife Sites covering habitats including: unimproved
calcareous grassland, unimproved neutral grassland and ancient semi-natural woodland.

3. UK BAP Priority habitat maintenance and restoration

targets for SNA no 441 (the measurement unit is hectare unless stated otherwise and is rounded
up/down)

Maintenance targets (current extent of habitat) — 100 % favourable condition

UK BAP
priority
habitat

Lowland
Calcareous
Grassland
slope
Lowland
mixed
deciduous
woodland
Lowland
Meadow

@ Maritime cliff &

@ TOTAL

Minimum
area *

Maximum
area # 186 187 10 45 428

* current extent of habitat = a + b

a) sum of all the areas of criterion 1 polygons

b) number of criterion 2 polygons multiplied by the minimum mappable unit for that habitat
[criterion 3 polygons not included]

# current extent of habitat = criterion 1 + criterion 2 + criterion 3
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Theoretical restoration/creation targets using Rebuilding Biodiversity
(RB) methodology:

The Rebuilding Biodiversity in the South West Technical Manual, November 2005 suggests
the following restoration/creation targets for a Strategic Nature Area profile where the priority
habitat is limestone grassland:

30%  cover of priority habitat
30%  cover of other semi-natural habitat
40%  cover of other land uses.

This SNA profile will be further developed as follows:

4. Opportunities for habitat restoration and creation in the
SNA

This is an optional but desirable section to be completed by local experts and which would
outline the practical opportunities for habitat restoration and creation on the ground. This may
include emphasising the importance of an SNA for habitats additional to the primary one for
which it was identified or, indeed, for particular species.

This section can also be used to develop more realistic habitat restoration targets, which
could then be used to refine the theoretical targets listed above.

5. Constraints to habitat restoration and creation in the SNA

As above, but in this case outlining the constraints to habitat restoration and creation in the
SNA.

6. Other information

This is another optional section reliant upon local knowledge of the SNA. This section can be
used for any other information that might be useful. It may be particularly useful for those
SNAs within which there current projects or for which projects are planned.

Contents could include:

Restoration targets for BAP habitats additional to the main nature map habitat.
Maps detailing areas for restoration

Nature conservation objectives

And so on.

Version date: October 2009



Version date

Designated sites within the Sidmouth to Beer Coast SNA (2008)

Devan
Biodiversity
Records
Centre

Repruduced I‘nr the Ordnance Sunrey mappmg wlth the
;penmssinn of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery
:Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction
iinfringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution
:or civil pmc:-,edmgs

anenr:e Mu 10-!]0'19?83 Devon County Council zms

SMAs

SMA no 441

| Specal Area of Conservation {SAC)

Sile of Special Scientific Inferest (SS51)

Caunty Wikdlite Site {CWS)

Map Prepnretl hg.r ﬂwnn Bmdivers:ty Recnrds i:antm zuus NO FURTHER COPIES MAY BE MADE.




Selected UK BAP priority habitats within the Sidmouth to Beer coast SNA 2008) Biodiversity

% Maritims CIiff & Slope

Calcarsous Grassland

‘Reproduced for the Ordnance Survey mapping with the
‘permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery
‘Office @ Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction ¢
finfringes Crown r:npynght and may lead to msacutmn

i'nr cnrll pruceedlngs

Version d 'Map Prepared hyr Devon Bindlversity Records Cemre 20H NO FLIRTHER CGPIES MA‘I‘ BE M.ADE
ersion d:



